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@ Faculty, professional 
staff vote to limit their 
time spent at the college 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


e NECC Faculty Association has voted 
; to go on work to rule, effective April 


3. This is the first job action taken by _ 


the faculty since the start of talks late last 
semester. 

The vote of work to rule means faculty 
association members only will do what 
their contract requires. In the case of fac- 
ulty, this will include teaching classes, hold- 

_ ing office hours, advising students and do- 
ing committee work to a limited extent. 

Any other activity not spelled out in the 
contract may not be performed during the 
Work to Rule period. 

Talks held recently have not brought an 
end to the negotiations between the Massa- 
chusetts Community College Council and 
the negotiations team from the Board of 
Higher Education. 

No further talks have been scheduled as 
of press time. 

A conceptual agreement was reached 
between the BHE and MCCC teams on March 
3 

This tentative agreement was seen as a 
big step towards a new collective bargain- 
ing agreement. 

The new proposed contract will increase 
the class load for professors and implement 
the classification study that was released 
last fall. 

The current course load requirement for 
a full-time instructor is four courses. The 
new pact will require faculty to teach five 
per semester. | 

The number of students a faculty mem- 
ber would be required to advise will be 
lowered to 18. 

The new contract will make an allow- 
ance for faculty members to conduct advis- 
ing appointments during scheduled office 
hours. 

The overall work week for the average 
faculty member would go from 37 hours to 
41 hours. Professional staff hours will re- 
main the unchanged at 37.5 hours. 

The implementation of classification is 
another of the differences in the new and 
old contracts. 

The classification study compared the 
current salaries of NECC faculty to the 


faculties of the other community colleges 
in the state, along with the community 
colleges in nine other states. 

The proposed contract will increase fac- 
ulty salaries an average of 39 percent over 
the three years of the contract. 

Professional staff would receive a 32 
percent salary increase. 

The financial package is expected to cost 
more than. $50 million. 

_ Another problem seen with the pro- 
posed contract, is less tenure security for 
faculty. 

The BHE wants to strengthen the post 
tenure review process, making it easier for 
administrators to fire tenured union mem- 
bers. 

Joseph T. LeBlanc, NECC Faculty Associa- 
tion president, says that talks must end 
soon. 

LeBlanc says a ratification vote must 
occur before the end of April, so the finan- 
cial package can be submitted and approved 
by the state legislature by mid-July. 

LeBlanc says that following the end of 
the talks, the negotiations team will have to 
visit each chapter to explain the positive 
and negative aspects of the agreement, and 
the repercussions of what a yes or no vote 
would be. 

He said a no vote would be a “total 
disaster.” Rejecting the contract would mean 
the process must begin again. 

It would also threaten classification study 
and provide for no salary increase for this 
year. : 

James Gustafson, professor of philoso- 
phy, said the talks have been a typical give 
and take situation. If the faculty wanted to 
get the raise in salary spelled out in the 
classification report, they must agree to 
teach an extra class per semester. 

Professor Jack Wysong, English depart- 
ment, said he is for the current agreement. 

He also said if the contract talks break 
down, the union should take a strike vote 
and not be afraid to use it. 

Wysong was among the most underpaid 
faculty highlighted in the report standing 
to gain more than $20,000 in base pay 
acording to the classification study. 

Dina Brown, director of student activi- 
ties, thinks the union should go forward 
and accept the terms. Brown thinks the 
longer the union waits, the less the deal will 
be in the favor of the union. 

President David Hartleb said he hopes 
the talks end at the bargaining table. 

“The fact the table is still open is a good 
sign. Hopefully the talks end soon.” 
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College helps 
student fulfill 
her dreams 


MACINTOSH LAB DEDICATION: The O’Hare family unveils a dedication 
plaque in front of B-312 as President David Hartleb and Byron Matthews, 
chairman of the board of trustees looks on. See story, page 6 


Sports 


Players assess 
Red Sox chances 
this year 
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Following the stars to Disney 


® Students gain much by 
working for Mickey 
Mouse 


By KARYN SCHNEIDER 


Features Editor 


offer by taking an internship while 
earning college credits. 

Within the 47 acres filled with magic, 
Disney opens its arms to students 18 and 
over and helps them gain knowledge and 
skills from their many leaders. 

Recruiters such as Paul Keane and Keith 
Landry travel to college campuses looking 
for the “Disney Stereotype.” 

“What kind of person do you think of 
when you think of Disney World?” asked 
Keane. 

Basically they are looking for someone 
with a great personality, who is friendly, 


p= the warmth that Disney has to 


outgoing, wholesome and well groomed. 
They're looking for students that are in 
good academic standing with their school, 
students of all majors that are outstanding, 
flexible and knowledgeable. 

Disney offers so many jobs, in many 
areas. 

“One student may be very quiet, but can 
still work in the Haunted Mansion, for 
example,” Keane said. 

Programs are set up for specific majors, 
which can be anything from marketing to 
photography to scuba diving, which falls 
under the marine scientist internship. 

Once a student finishes the college pro- 
gram, a whole new world opens up for 
them. They now can move ahead into ad- 
vanced internship positions. 

Out of 40 NECC students who attended 
the seminar Disney held in Bentley library, 
30 of them were offered an internship that 
will start this summer. 

If you couldn’t make it to the job fair, 


See DISNEY, page 5 


@ Page 2 NECC Observer, Wednesday, April 5, 2000 


Speedy college modems 
cause major headaches 


@ MP3’s are here to 
stay despite what 
record companies 


think 


he love of music has never 
been so controversial. 
College students are tra- 
ditionally on a tight budget, 
and buying new music is costly. 

MP3s have become a way for 
students to keep up on current 
tunes without breaking the 
bank. These files are free digi- 
tal quality songs that can be 
downloaded on a computer 
from the Internet. 

Ifthe recording industry has 
its way, this type of computer 
file will become extinct. 

The record industry is say- 
ing that artists are losing 
money from files downloaded 
through search engines such 
as Napster. 

They claim they are losing 
the money because instead of 
buying the CD, students are 
downloading and using burn- 
ers to record the files to cus- 
tom CDs. 

The industry may be losing 
money, but they aren’t going 
broke and closing up shop. 

Most artists are multi-mil- 
lionaires and aren’t becoming 
homeless because of these 
music files. 

MP3 sharing is the same as 
when our parents used to bor- 
row records from their friends, 
or when you tape a song from 
the radio. 

MP3s have asuperior sound 
quality. Artists still make mil- 
lions of dollars a year. 

The huge amounts ofmoney 
they make from touring, sell- 
ing merchandise, and fees for 


television appearances are not 
leaving any pop superstar hun- 
gry. 

Along with money-hungry 
mega-corporations, college 
campuses are also trying to 
crack down on the MP3 phe- 


nomenon. 

Students are taking advan- 
tage of fast college network 
modems and downloading 
songs by the thousands. 

Some college administra- 
tions are claiming it is tying up 
lines making it impossible to 
get on the Web at times. 

Internet connection times 
are a small thing to complain 
about, but some of these col- 
leges are saying that it’s a waste 
of time. 

Downloading MP3s is not 
the worst thing college stu- 
dents could be doing with their 
free time. 

Similar to other things that 
have been banned, MP3 is not 
going to go away. The more 
you tell a teen they can’t do 
something, the more they will 
want to do it. 

MP3s are not going to go 
away anytime soon. Students 
will find alternative ways to 
get their music if programs 
like Napster are shut down. 

Thousands of personal sites 
that have MP3s linked on them. 

Other engines similar 
Napster will keep popping up. 
Each time one is shut down a 
new one will open up. 

College administrations 
should spend time taking care 
of problems like on-campus 
drinking and drug use instead 
of busting students for music. 
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NCH BETTER NOW 


THAT HES NOT THE. 
ONLY ONE NOT 
TAKING IT... 


Who has been the biggest 
influence in your life? 


Angela Hartmann, criminal justice 
“My mom because throughout all 
the pain and suffering she’s been 
through. She’s my guardian an- 
gel.” 


Mary-Beth Martin, psychology 
“My mother, because she’s been a 
very good role model throughout 
my life.” 


Luke Christon, criminal justice 
“Split between my mom and 
friends. My mom taught me a lot 
when I was young about what to 
expect from life, and my friends 
gave me really good support.” 
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Shady Chakar, computer and 
information science 

“My Aunt Sue. She brought me to 
America. She’s an ideal business 
woman.” 


Alicia Medugno, deaf studies 

“My parents, because I was born 
with severe learning disabilities. 
They where always there to help 
me get through and never gave 


up. 
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Isalbi Jimenez, liberal arts 

“My mom because she’s always 
there for me and teaches me the 
right things. She’s a mother and 
father to me.” 
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@ Student outraged 
at long delay and 
poor service 


he sign on the wall blinked 

the number 382, and I had 

the number 394. I had al- 

ready been waiting for a half an 
hour. 

The Registry of Motor Vehicles 
is definitely not a place to be on 
your day off. With all this new 
technology, you would think the 
process could be simplified. 

For example, I could have at- 
tached my picture to an e-mail, 
and given them my credit card 
number. Then I could print out a 
temporary license issued by the 
RMV until the new and perma- 
nent one arrives in the mail. 


Instead, I had to wait with a — 


100 other people all trying to do 
the same thing. 

As I sat there amongst the 
friendly and diverse people, I 
couldn’t help but wonder why the 
RMV had such a reputation. They 
only had one woman doing the 
job. The blinking number seemed 
to be ata standstill. |was onaroad 
headed nowhere. 

Two older people were sitting 
behind me talking about how hun- 
gry they were and what time they 
might eventually get to leave. 

“They have nothing better to 
do,” the man s tid. “How can they 
just get up ani go to lunch and 


leave one person to work with all 
these people here.” 

I didn’t think people actually 
did this on purpose. After all, we 
all have to eat lunch sometime or 
another. 

It now became my mission to 
ask someone who worked there. 

As I continued to wait, a new 
number appeared on the screen. It 
belonged to a man who didn’t 
speak English, and who was sit- 
ting beside me. As he walked be- 
hind the partition a woman yelled, 
“Is there anyone in the room who 
speaks English as well as Span- 
ish?” 

I felt like Dorothy from the 
Wizard of Oz. There was no per- 
son, just a voice screaming. The 
man in question came from be- 
hind the wall and pointed at me. 
Did he think I was bilingual? I 
know “un poquito Espanol.” I 
found an interpreter. It’s hard to 
believe the RMV doesn’t have a 
bilingual staff member. 

The waiting seemed like an eter- 
nity. I took it upon myself to be- 
come the voice of the people. First, 
I talked to the greeter and asked 
why some woman went ahead of 
everyone else. 

She explained that if you come 
to the registry early in the morn- 
ing and need to leave for more 
paperwork you automatically get 
pushed to the front of the line. 
They should tell the people who 
are waiting this, because it looks 
like someone who has a friend 
there goes first. 

Tt was finally my turn. When I 
got behind the partition the ques- 
tion just popped out, “Do you in- 
tentionally piss people off by go- 
ing to lunch and having only one 
person working?” 

The woman’s name was Martie. 
She wouldn’t give me herlastname 
and she was nervous talking with 
me. You might think I asked her to 


Student complains 
about noise in library 


To the editor, 

My name is Alicia Medugno, and I 
have been attending Northern 
Essex for four years. 

During these four years I’ve 
noticed how much Northern Essex 
loves to throw parties and events. 
I've noticed that most events held 
on campus are held in the library. 

Contrary to popular belief, stu- 
dents do use the library to study. I 
know for a fact that several people 
have issued complaints to the 
president. I feel it is wrong for the 
students to be driven out of the 
library. For some of us, it’s the 
only place we have to study. 


I was in the library last semes-" 


ter trying to study for finals, but I 
couldn’t because the president was 
holding his Christmas party. Now 
I’m not asking the president to 
cancel events on campus, I’m sim- 
ply asking the president to ac- 
knowledge this problem and deal 
with it. 

Please consider how the stu- 
dents are affected. It’s not fair for 


us not to get to use the library. 
After all, it was built for students. 
The Bentley building is a library, 
nota party center. There are plenty 
of places on campus to hold par- 
ties or you can hold them after 5 
p.m. in the library. 

Might I also suggest making a 
party center while you add build- 
ings on to the school. I don’t think 
the students should suffer so that 
the campus can have a social life. 
If you were a professor and your 
student came to you and said she 
didn’t do her paper because it was 
too loud in the library, what would 
you say? 

Well, believe it or not, that is 
what a lot of professors hear from 
students. The sad thing is that a 
majority of professors on campus 
understand and believe it. I find 
that to be a very sad thing. 

While this is a major issue, this 
is not the only one that confronts 
the library. Articles that are put 
on hold by the professors for their 

continued on page 4 
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release the name of someone she 
worked with because they com- 
mitted a crime. 

“Tt’s not always like this; it’s 
busier than usual. Today we are 
two people short and I only work 
part-time. We do what we can. 
Most of the time it’s good,” she 
said. 

Meanwhile, two pictures later, 
everyone who was working there 
was now staring at me. At this 
point, four more women arrived 
to take on the job of renewal pic- 
tures. 

Iwas starting to feel unwanted. 
The door greater told me they 
weren't allowed to talk to report- 
ers; they had some kind of “code 
of conduct” which needed to be 


You don't have to rely on your merits as a top 
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upheld. 

As I was leaving, a customer, 
Richard Horne, stopped me. 

“I took a test for a commercial 
driver’s license. Now they can’t 
even find it in the computer. The 
registry sucks.” 

I figured I would try to call the 
registry and get some answers to 
see if improvements were in the 
works. “Your call is important to 
us. All of our reps are currently 
assisting other customers...” 

So I was not disappointed. My 
low expectations were met. My 
experience at the registry con- 
firmed what people have been say- 
ing all along. 

They are slow, inefficiently 
staffed, disorganized, and maybe, 


just a little bit rude. 


They are slow, 
inefficiently 
staffed, disorga- 
nized, and 
maybe, just a 
little bit rude. 
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@ Saying the right 
word at the right 
time 


By DAVID F. MANNIN 


Guest Contributor j 


€ vis teaned public speaking 
is learned through intense 
study, trial and error. To 
speak, or not to speak, is the ques- 
tion. From here we simply choose 
our destiny to orate with the right 
words of the day. 

We can possess all the skills 
and master all the tools of the 
trade, but without the perfected 
oration to convey our thoughts, 
the effort is often fruitless. His- 
tory has shown over and over 
again, that kings, presidents, 
prime ministers, generals, and 
corporate executives have all risen 
and fallen based on their ability, 
or inability, to articulate words to 
inspire and persuade with convic- 
tion. 

On a cold winter day on March 
4, 1861, at a White House recep- 
tion, a tired and lethargic James 
Buchanan sits by the fireside and 
chats with the new president. 

He said, “Mr. Lincoln, if you’re 
as happy a man coming into this 
house as I am leaving it, you must 
then be the happiest man alive, 
and by the way, I deeply regret 
that wasn’t able to save the union 
for you, or the Republic.” 

Had President James Buchanan 
the political tenacity to convince 
the South, the Congress, and the 
Judicial, in a bipartisan manner, 
that the abolishment of slavery 


was the moral and right thing to 
do, instead of vacillating, the 
country’s Civil War might have 
been prevented. 

Had President Andrew Johnson 
the political wisdom to adhere 
public and congressional consen- 
sus’, and decisively communicate 
with compassion the bitter restruc- 
ture process incorporating the 
South back in the Union, the great- 
est divide in the nation’s history, 
and possibly his own impeach- 
ment, would have been avoided. 

Abraham Lincoln, caught in 
between, struggled to mend and 
hold the union together, and did 
so with eloquent rhetoric and ster- 
ling character. He said in his Eman- 
cipation speech in 1863, “at the 
end of the day when its all said and 
done, and I’m left with just one 
friend to confide in, I only hope 
that one friend lies within me.” 

Lincoln understood and mas- 
tered the power of effective com- 
munication, and most important, 
the three imperative foundations 
to inspire: who you are, what you 
believe, and what you say. We 
master effective oration through 
intensive learning and listening 
to the consensus’ of the time; say- 
ing the right things to the right 
people at the right time. 

Habitual reading feeds the 
mind of knowledge acquiring a 
mental library of useful words and 
phrases. For every book read is a 
wealth of communique; fortune 
favors the prepared mind. 

About the time 90 A.D. Quintil- 
lion, a noble Roman lawyer and 
master of oration of the time, set 
the stage for medieval and mod- 
ern public speaking in word ar- 


ticulation and eloquence in deliv- 
ery. 

He once said, “there is no 
greater folly then the rejection of 
the words of the moment. We 
simply seize the moment of gra- 
cious rhetoric and communicate 
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with inspiration and positive 
thought.” 

Mark Twain once said, “the best 
and most telling speech is not the 
actual impromptu, but the coun- 
terfeit and packaging of it.” 

The professional orator con- 


tinuously discovers the seeds of 
public mastery and growth 
through endless journeys of de- 
voted effort. After all, the real dy- 
namic of effective public speaking 
is pragmatic leadership at its very 
best. 


Student does not like Bentley Library noise level 


continued from page 3 

students are constantly being sto- 
len along with periodicals and 
magazines. This becomes another 
problem for students as wellas for 
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professors. Students can’t do their 
assignments and professors are 
constantly pushing their sched- 
ules back. 

Ofcourse, this wouldn’t be such 
a problem if the library had the 
proper security it so desperately 
needs. Now surely, there must be 
some money in the budget to add 
security to the library. 

You may see these as minor 
problems, but let me reassure you 
they are not minor problems in 
the least. 


4/3/00. 5:23 PM 


The bottom line is that some- 
thing needs to be done. We all 
want to know what is going to 
done about it. I know this much. 
We, the students, are getting tired 
of this and we won’t stand for it 
much longer. 

In closing, I would just like to 
say that it’s not fair to let all these 
problems continue. After all, 
what’s more important - the school 
holding parties and events, or us 
succeeding? 

Alicia Medugno, PC specialist 
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Student wins 
trip to Cancun 


reshman Rory Thornell of 

Haverhill celebrated his spring 
breakin a big way, thanks to Paula 
Moore of Salem, N.H.a 1999 gradu- 
ate of the college. 

Moore, the owner of Travel 
Anywhere of Bedford, N.H. donated 
an all expense paid trip to Cancun, 
Mexico’s Tucancun Beach Resort 
to the college’s student activities 
office as the first prize in a fund- 
raising raffle. Thornell’s name was 
drawn from the hundreds of other 
students who participated in the 
raffle. 

Thornell, a 1999 graduate of 
Haverhill High School who has 
only been out of the country once 
before when he visited Canada, 
was excited about the trip. It gave 
him a chance to relax, see a new 
country, and celebrate becoming 
an Eagle Scout on Jan. 9. 

A Criminal Justice student at 
Northern Essex, he is co-treasurer 
of the college’s Criminal Justice 
Club and participates in the Boy 
Scout’s Explorer Program, volun- 
teering with area Police Depart- 
ments. Thornell works part-time 
at Aintree Kennels in Boxford. 

Moore’s trip allowed Thornell 
to invite one guest. Thornell chose 
his sister, Carley, who is a sopho- 
more at Northern Essex majoring 
in Liberal Arts. 
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MassPirg vote: moment of truth for group 


@ Students need to 
know the score - to 
make the vote 


BY GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


referendum question con 
A=" the presence of the 
Mass. Public Interest Re- 
search Group on the NECC cam- 
pus may threaten the group’s role 
on campus. 

MassPIRG has had a long-stand- 
ing visibility on campus and hopes 
students reaffirm their support to 
the group. 

Some concerns have been raised 
by campus organizer Maija Spen- 
cer about some of the restrictions 
placed on the MassPIRG chapter 
recently. 

Spencer says in past years, 
MassPIRG has been treated like a 
club on campus, but this semes- 
ter, the group has been getting the 
treatment ofan off-campus group. 


Disney recruits 


continued from page 1 
check out Disney online at 
wdwceollegeprogram.com. 

Find out how you too can be- 
come one of the 65,000 cast mem- 
bers of the magical world of Disney. 


Spencer says she has been lim- 
ited to three posters per event 
where in the past, organizers have 
had the “stamp and post” capabil- 
ity for publicity of events. 

The question that appears on 
the ballot gives students back- 
ground on the organization and 
how it is funded at the college. 

The MassPIRG organization is 
funded through a voluntary fee 
listed on tuition bills. The volun- 
tary nature of the fee is what 
make MassPIRG special, said Maija 
Spencer, campus organizer for 
MassPIRG. 

“The beauty of the fee is that it 
lets students have a choice, and 
that’s what the organization is all 
about,” Spencer said. “We are all 
about free speech and this method 
lets students choose to support us. 
Students can vote to keep 
MassPIRG and waive the fee. It is 
all a matter of choice.” 

Spencer’s concern was in the 
way the actual referendum ques- 
tion is posed on the ballot. She 
feels the choices given could leave 
students with an uncertainty 
about the voluntary nature of the 
fee. 

The current wording of the 
question asks the students if they 
want to continue to be charged 
with the fee. It doesn’t specify that 
the fee is voluntary. 

Spencer says she just wants 
students to have all of the infor- 
mation before making their choice. 
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NICE WORK: Fine arts instructor Lance Hidy presents projects 
done by the PhotoShop class while Michael O’Hare looks on. 
O’Hare donated $25,000 to improve the Mac lab. 


Director of student activities 
Dina Brown said that by NECC 
standards, MassPIRG is not con- 
sidered an on-campus group. 

Brown compared MassPIRG to 
institutions like the Rapid Re- 
sponse Team and the Gaulladet 
center. They use office space and 
serve a purpose to some students, 
but they do not report to adminis- 
tration or follow all of NECC’s 
standard and practices. 

Brown defended her require- 
ment of three posters for MassPIRG 
events as well. Brown said it has 
been-student activities’ policy to 


Take two stepsto 
continue your education. 


Sign up for Joint Admissions. 
Participate in Link-to-Lowell. 


only allow three posters for off- 
campus groups, but because some 
people abuse the bulletin boards 
around campus, she has been 
forced to crack down on the policy. 

Brown also said that during 
elections, staffers Donna Felisberto 
and Nancy Henry would be along 
side to help explain any misunder- 
standings about what the 
MassPIRG referendum was about 
and what the yes or no vote would 
mean. 

The results of the MassPIRG 
referendum will be available fol- 
lowing the elections. 


Link-to-Lowell will help you transfer to UMass Lowell 
by connecting you fo University students, faculty, 
and activities. 


See your transfer counselor for more 
information or call Link-to-Lowell at 
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New Mac lab 
dedicated to 
O’Hare family 


GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


[= week, the Macintosh com 
puter lab in B-312 was dedi- 
cated in the honor of the O’Hare 
family. The O’Hare’s donated 
$25,000 to help purchase software 
for expanded Web design and 
PhotoShop classes. 

The family donated the money 
because they had witnessed first- 
hand the good that comes out of 
NECC, as both of their sons are 
graduates of the college. 

The program began with greet- 
ings from President David Hartleb, 
and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Paul Bevilacqua. 

Bevilacqua gave a brief over- 
view of the program, and was fol- 
lowed by Associate Dean of Hu- 
manities Chet Hawrylciw, who 
explained the expansion and im- 
portance of these programs. 

Hawrylciw said of the nine 
classes in that room, five of them 
did not exist before this year be- 
cause of the lack of software and 
up to date hardware. 

A presentation of Web design 
concepts and demonstrations of 
the software was conducted by 
Trish Kidney, instructor, fine arts 
department. She showed Web sites 
that included multimedia presen- 
tations. 

Lance Hidy then presented 
projects from his PhotoShop de- 
sign classes. 

Michael O’Hare thanked those 
in attendance and said that it was 
a good situation for the school 
and his company NEQP, based out 
of Newburyport. 

He spoke of his son’s gradua- 
tion from the college and how his 
daughter looks forward to possi- 
bly taking a design class for her 
advertising career. 

A reception was held following 
the unveiling of the plaque on the 
wall outside of the lab. 


Staffer presents 
at regional 


conference 


Margaret Reber, NECC Coordina- 
tor of Orientation, recently pre- 
sented her paper, “On Becoming a 
Student At NECC” at the regional 
conference of the National Orien- 
tation Directors Association. 

Her presentation detailed the 
college’s pilot interactive orienta- 
tion program, which includes give- 
aways and an ice breaker, as well 
as information about assessment, 
testing academic programs, joint 
admissions, payment options and 
financial aid. 


We Love Your _ 
letters: 


Drop them off in our 
Student Center 
office today 


Goudreault to receive leadership award May 5 


@ Dedicated service 
to community and 
students honored 


arjorie E. Goudreault of 
Haverhill, well known 
community leader and 


former chair of the NECC Board of 
Trustees from 1981 until her re- 
tirement in 1996, will receive of 
the Northern Essex Community 
College Leadership Award for the 
year 2000. 

At its March 1 meeting, the 
college’s Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to present the award 
to Goudreault. 

The NECC Leadership Award is 
presented annually to an indi- 
vidual from the region served by 
the college who has made an out- 
standing contribution to the com- 
munity and distinguished him or 
herself as a leader. 

“Marjorie Goudreault was a 
member of the college’s Advisory 
Board from 1969 to 1981, then 
became a member of the Board of 
Trustees,” said NECC Board mem- 
ber Wayne Capolupo, chair of the 
Leadership Award Committee. 
“She has served the college with 
great dedication, purpose and vi- 
sion, was uncompromising in her 
efforts to make student needs a 
priority, and was a highly effective 
advocate for NECC at the local, 
state and national level.” 

Goudreault was instrumental 
in the development of the North- 
ern Essex Licensed Practical Nurs- 
ing Program and worked to pro- 
mote technical training programs 


for displaced homemakers and 
dislocated or unemployed work- 
ers. 

In addition, her efforts helped 
to secure the college’s Lawrence 
campus. A strong advocate of ex- 
panding the services of NECC, she 
saw the addition of a Lawrence 
campus as key to reaching out to 
the area’s Hispanic population, a 
group which has traditionally had 
limited access to higher educa- 
tion. 

Goudreault initiated Legisla- 
tor’s Day at the college, an annual 
opportunity for college officials to 
meet with lawmakers and acquaint 
them with the college’s wide vari- 
ety of educational opportunities. 

In 1995, she was honored when 
former NECC Trustee Carolyn 
Morton and the Frank X. Morton 
Charitable Lead Unitrust contrib- 
uted $160,000 to the college to 
establish the Marjorie E. 
Goudreault Trust Fund, which is 
available to provide emergency 
financial assistance to students in 
need. 

In addition to the leadership 
role she has played at NECC, 
Goudreault has also served as the 
Association of Community College 
Trustees State Chair for Massa- 
chusetts and was a founding mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Commu- 
nity College Association, where 
she served in leadership positions. 

She was the Greater Haverhill 
YWCA’s First Annual Tribute to 
Women’s “Woman of the Year” in 
1990 and received the M. Dale 
Ensign Trustee Award from the 
Association of Community College 
Trustees in 1997. 

Goudreault is well known for 
her service to the residents of 


Dialysis program offers 


@ Challenging but 
rewarding career 
leads caring people 
to success 


By CHRISTINA LEONARD 
News Editor 


ot too many of us are aware 
Ne March was “National 

Kidney Month.” And why 
would we, unless we had a close 
friend or family member with a 
kidney disease. 

Most of us also don’t realize 
that there is an excellent program 
offered at the NECC Lawrence cam- 
pus, which trains students to be- 
come dialysis patient care techni- 
cians. 

“We're looking for passionate, 
helpful people to assist patients 
who face health challenges, in a 
hands-on way,” Kate Newcomb, 
dialysis instructor, said. 

This program started in 1998. 
Last year there were seven gradu- 
ating students. 

One of those students was Kathy 
Kady. Kady has been employed at 
Merrimack Valley Dialysis in 
Methuen since graduating from 
this program back in 98. 

She was actually hired a week 
prior to graduation, because there 


is such a demand today for dialy- 
sis technicians. 

“Daily duties include caring 
for patients while they’re receiv- 
ing their treatment, and monitor- 
ing the equipment. It’s challeng- 
ing, but very rewarding,” Kady 
said. 

She works eight hours a day, 
five days a week. 

“The pay scale is $8 - $16 per 
hour according to the National 
Kidney Foundation,” Newcomb 
said. At the end of the course, 
students receive a certificate from 
NECC. 

Then, they go on to pass a 
national exam to become 
B.O.N.E.N.T. certified. That stands 
for Board of Nephrology Examin- 
ers Nursing and Technology. 

Joan Hagopian, program direc- 
tor, and Newcomb both have high 
hopes for increased awareness of 
this program. 

At the job fair on March 27, a 
table was set up to attract new- 
comers. They also have had infor- 
mation sessions to educate people 
who might be interested in this 
field of study. 

Newcomb said, “Our main goal 
is to gain interest in our program.” 

One of the information ses- 
sions was held on March 8 at the 
Lawrence campus Atrium, and the 
students showed others how their 
hemodialysis equipment worked. 


Karyn Schneider photo 


MEETING THE CHALLENGE: Marjorie E. Goudreault's long 
career dedicated to serving the college will be recognized next 


month. 


Haverhill and beyond as a mem- 
ber of the school committee, the 
Haverhill City Council, the A. B. 
Consentino School Building Com- 
mittee, Hale Hospital Planning 
Committee, Glynn Nursing Home 
Planning and Building Commit- 
tees, Haverhill YWCA Board of 
Directors, Northern Essex County 
Association for Retarded Citizens, 
Work Activities Center Board of 
Directors, Haverhill Growth Alli- 
ance, Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Board of Directors, Visiting Nurses 
Association of the Merrimack Val- 
ley Board of Directors, NECC Foun- 
dation, Inc., Massachusetts League 
of Cities and Towns and the Mas- 
sachusetts Department of Social 
Services Advisory Board. 
“Marjorie Goudreault was in- 


good job opportunities 


All of the seven students who 
graduated last year have found 
employment in the Merrimack 
Valley. This program is a year-long 
with 29 credits. 

“Today in the US there are over 
3,000 people living with an irre- 
versible kidney disease,” Newcomb 
said. “These people need dialysis 
or a transplant to survive.” 

Another information session is 
planned for April 20 at the 
Lawrence campus, at a time to be 
announced. For information, call 
Hagopian at 738-7512. 

Students interested in joining 
this program need a high school 


strumental in the development of 
this college, and she has gener- 
ously shared her considerable tal- 
ents with the greater Haverhill 
community. She is an excellent 
choice for this award and we look 
forward to honoring her,” said 
NECC President David Hartleb. 

She is currently a sales associ- 
ate at Coldwell Banker Hunneman 
King Davis, a Haverhill real estate 
agency. A Haverhill native, 
Goudreault is married to Leonard 
Goudreault. They are the parents 
of nine children and grandpar- 
ents of 16. 

Goudreault will be honored at 
a May 5 luncheon at the college. 

Last year’s recipients were Wil- 
liam and Patricia Cavallaro of 
Bradford. 


omnes 


File photo 
HIGH - TECH DEMONSTRATION: Leonard Vallencourt explains 
hemodialysis equipment to three students. 


diploma and must take the assess- 
ment test. 

People with this training are in 
demand in Boston and the 
Merrimack Valley area. With 60 or 
more dialysis units in those two 
areas, a job is almost guaranteed. 

Some of the institutions affili- 
ated with the program are: The 
Lahey/Hitchcock Clinic in 
Burlington, New Hampshire Medi- 
cal Center in Nasuha, N.H. and 
Renex Dialysis in North Andover. 

“These courses are designed to 
meet the needs of the students 
and patients in the world ofhemo- 
dialysis today,” Newcomb said. 
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FIRST ANNUAL NORTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION 
ry SAFE COLLEGES CONFERENCE 


FOR GAY & LESBIAN STUDENTS 


Open to Colleges and Community 


Friday, 
April 14, 2000 Northern Essex Community College 


Haverhill Campus, Bentley Library, Conference Area A, B, C 


8:30 —- 9:00 a.m. Registration/Networking/Continental Breakfast 


9:30. - 10:00am. Welcome/Conference Agenda/Community Resources 


David Hartleb, President 
Mary Ellen Ashley, Vice President, 

Enrollment Management and Student Services 
Northern Essex Community College 


Andy Garcia, Program Coordinator, 
Massachusetts Governor's Commission on 
Gay and Lesbian Youth 


10:00 - 11:00a.m. Student Testimony, Issues, Ideas from Students in 


Colleges and Universities in Northeastern Massachusetts 


11:00 - Noon Gay/Lesbian Student Organizations on Campus 


Gay Straight Alliance Students & 
Advisor, Deborah Burch 
Andover High School 


Rainbow Connection Gay Straight Alliance Students & 
Advisor, Janet Dendy 
Lowell High School 


Michelle Pacquette, PRIDE 
Middlesex Community College 


Noon - 12:45p.m. Lunch Provided 
Afternoon Workshops 


1:00 — 2:00 PM Afternoon Workshops are Repeated 2:00 — 3:00 PM 
April 14, 2000 


VIOLENCE ISSUES THAT AFFECT GLBT PEOPLE 


1:00 - 1:50PM * F-122 Student Theater, Student Center Lower Level 
2:00° - 2:50PM ; f 
Presenter: Emily Pitt, Domestic Violence Advocate 


The Violence Recovery Project 
Fenway Community Health Center 


Provides counseling and advocacy services for GLBT victims of hate crimes, 
domestic violence, sexual assault and harrassment. 


TRANSGENDER: BEYOND SEXUAL ORIENTATION 


1:00 - 1:50PM F-139 Student Center Lower Level 
2:00 - 2:50PM 
A discussion of Gender identity and Transgender issues. 
Presenters: Grace Sterling Stowell, Executive Director, BAGLY 


(Boston Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Youth) 
Mycroft Holmes, Alumni, BAGLY and Assistant to the Church Administrator 


EMERGING HEALTH ISSUES FACING THE GLBT CoMMUuNITY: IT’s Not JuST ABOUT AIDS 


1:00 - 1:50PM Conference Area A, B, C Library 
2:00 - 2:50PM 
Presenters: Michael Cook, Freelance Writer and Health Consultant 


David Goudreau, HES Coordinator, Gay and Bi Men’s Health Program 
A program of Health and Education Services, Inc. 


Mary Clark, Program Director 


Jeremy Mahoney, Coordinator 
GLBT Health Access Project: A Division of the Justice Resource Institute. 


The Project’s mission is to foster the development and implementation of 
comprehensive, culturally appropriate, quality health promotion policies 
and health care services for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
(GLBT) people and their families. 


Sports, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND CAMPUS CLIMATE 


1:00 - 1:50PM D-129 GYM Building 
2:00 - 2:50PM 
Addressing homophobia in sports, understanding the experiences of 
Gay and Lesbian Athletes and acknowledging the role of sports culture 
in influencing campus climate. 
Presenters: Deborah Levy, Director, GLSEN (Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network) 


Safe Colleges Program 
Jeff Perrotti, Regional Coordinator, GLSEN 


CAMPUS SAFETY & LAW ENFORCEMENT 


1:00 - 2:50PM Counseling Conference Room, F-121, Student Center Lower Level 


A discussion of effective strategies and sensitivity to GLBT issues on campus. 
Audience: Security and Campus Police 


Friday, rs 


April 14, 2000 Northern Essex Community College 


Afternoon Workshops 


HOw COLLEGES CAN APPLY FOR FUNDING FOR THE SAFE COLLEGES PROGRAM FOR GAY AND LESBIAN 
STUDENTS MINIGRANT PROGRAMS 


12:00 - 12:50 PM Pailes Room, Library Second Floor 
Presenter: Andy Garcia, Program Coordinator, Massachusetts Governor’s Commission 


on Gay and Lesbian Youth 


LOCAL COMMUNITY RESOURCES & GLBT IssuES 


12:00 - 12:50PM Conference Area A, B, C Library 
Presenters: Gregory Miller, Executive Director, 


The Samaritans Suicide Prevention Center 


Laureano Feliciano, Gay & Lesbian Advocates of Lawrence 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 


Leslie Lipkin, 
Merrimack Valley Counseling Center 


Greater Lawrence Mental Health Center 


Health and Education Services (North Essex Mental Health Center) 


CURRICULUM AND ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 


1:00 - 1:50 PM Pailes Room, Library Second Floor 
2:00 - 2:50PM 
Capsule view of successful GLBT courses and materials to facilitate 
discussion of integrating GLBT issues in the classroom 
Presenters: Deborah Burch, GSA Advisor, Andover High School 


Linda Kraus, Film and English Professor, Northern Essex Community College 


WHERE GLBT STUDENTS LIVE: CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 
An informal discussion to facilitate conversation in relation to personal/living 
issues. 


1:00 - 1:50PM President’s Dining Room, Student Center Upper Level 
2:00 - 2:50PM 
Presenters: Gloria Kasapyr Lovett, Psychologist, Diversity and Women's Network 


Northern Essex Community College 


Greg Clement, Associate Director of the Campus Center Programs and Services 
and Liaison for Gay and Lesbian and Bisexual Concerns 
Salem State College 


Rhoda Trietsch, Associate Director of Counseling Center and Spectrum 
University of Massachusetts Lowell 


FIRST ANNUAL NORTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION 
SAFE COLLEGES CONFERENCE 


FOR GAY & LESBIAN STUDENTS 


Open to Colleges and Community 


Thursday, 
May 4, 2000 


Northern Essex Community College 
Haverhill Campus, Science Building (E) 
Projection Room, Room-155 


8:30 —- 9:00 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast 
9:15 - 11:00 a.m. View Before Stonewall: The Making of a 


Gay and Lesbian Community 


Robert Rosenberg, Filmmaker and Curator, 
will lead discussion of his film with a panel and the audience 


11:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
Panel: 


Arthur Lipkin, Instructor, Gay and Lesbian Course 
Graduate School of Education, Harvard University 


Janet Dendy, Advisor, 
Rainbow Connection Gay Straight Alliance, Lowell High School 


Frank Hill, Volunteer, Gay and Lesbian Issues 


Specialized Student Services 
Northern Essex Community College 


Robert Rosenberg: 


Independent filmmaker of 15+ years; internationally acclaimed 


Emmy Award, Best Historical Program 1986 for Before Stonewall Film 
Director, Miami Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 


Program Director, New York Global Village Documentary Festival 


Guest Curator, AIDS/BROOKLYN Museum ibition, Brooklyn Historical Society 


Video Production and Docume 
Year-long Training Program for G 


Theory Teaching 
id Lesbian Media Artists 


Please call NOW to REGISTER 


Northern Essex Community College 
Counseling Center 
978-556-3790 


Safe Colleges Conference 


Fee 


Limit 100 
Thursday, May 4 


fy To request an interpreter, please call 978-556-3897 TTY/Voice 


This project is supported by the Governor's Commission on Gay and Lesbian Youth and the Massachusens Department of Public Health 


Greenpeace protestors 
occupy Scottish oil rig 


ONDON (AP) - Four Greenpeace activists 

today took over an oil rig anchored off 
northern Scotland to protest oil drilling in 
the Atlantic Ocean, authorities said. 

The protesters boarded the Sovereign 
Explorer, which was waiting out the winter 
in Cromarty Firth near Inverness. The rig 
was due to begin oil exploration west of the 
Outer Hebrides islands under a govern- 
ment license to Marathon Oil. 

Police said they arrested 30 people on 
land and were questioning them. 

Greenpeace activists boarded another 
rig in the same area last weekend. That 
occupation ended when Sovereign Oil, which 
had chartered the rig, secured a court order 
against the activists. The protesters aban- 
doned the rig, but fled before police could 
arrest them. 

Greenpeace claims the world has more 
fossil fuel than can be burned without 
damaging the climate and says money used 
to search for more oil would be better spent 
developing alternative energy supplies, such 
as solar power. 

The group also maintains that oil explo- 
ration endangers the natural habitat, put- 
ting sea life and coral reefs at risk 

“The U.K. government must face up to 
this issue,” said Rob Gueterbrock, the 
group’s climate and energy spokesman. 
“Will it invest in a massive expansion of the 
renewable energy industry which will pro- 
tect the environment and create thousands 
of jobs, or go ahead with oil exploration 
condemning us all to more dangerous cli- 
mate change and wrecking the marine en- 
vironment?” 

Marathon Oil condemned the activists, 
calling the rig occupation “a pretty mean 
blow.” 


Crowd tears down 
gates in tear gas case 


URBAN, South Africa (AP) - Heavily 

armed police kept an angry crowd at 
bay recently outside a courthouse where 
three men appeared on charges they caused 
the death of 13 children by releasing tear 
gas into a packed disco. 

The demonstrators carried signs read- 
ing “No Leniency Whatsoever for the Merci- 
less Three,” “Don’t Abuse Us,” ” and “No 
Bail.” 

The crowd broke two steel gates in its 
attempt to get into the court, but police 
kept the demonstrators out by parking 
armored vehicles where the fence had been 
broken. 

Izak Luther, the regional court presi- 
dent, said relatives of the victims and jour- 
nalists were allowed inside the court house, 
but that there was no space for others. 

The Throb disco was filled with school 
children celebrating the end of the school 
term on March 24 when tear gas was re- 
leased into the crowd, causing a stampede 
that left 13 dead and more than 100 injured. 

It was not clear whether Swanthan 
Chetty, 39, Selban Naidoo, 23, and Dayalan 
Pillay, 20, would apply for bail as they made 
their second court appearance last Friday. 
They face 13 murder charges and more 
than 600 assault charges. 

Chetty owns the Silver Slipper night- 
club, and police suspect that rivalry be- 
tween that club and The Throb was a motive 
behind the attack. 


We love your news tips. 
Call our newsline 
at ext. 3640 


@ Socialist, conservative 
parties both at 38 percent 


By PATRICK QUINN 


Associated Press Writer 


THENS, Greece (AP) - Banners are 
banned. Rallies are less than rau 
cous. The mudslingers are missing. 

Welcome to Greece’s new brand of poli- 
ticking: more polite, less bombastic and to 
many, it seems, easy to ignore. 

After decades of fever-pitch campaigns, 
Greeks this time are quietly closing in on 
April 9 parliamentary elections. The stakes 
are high in the close race that could further 
cement the dominance of the governing 
Socialists or topple them for only the sec- 
ond time in 19 years. 

But the drama is low. 

“Tt is the closest to indifference that I 
have ever seen,” said Thanos Veremis, presi- 
dent of the Hellenic Foundation for Defense 
and Foreign Policy. 

Greek politics have undergone a funda- 
mental change in the past decade. The two 
main parties, the Socialists and the conser- 
vative New Democracy opposition, have 
drifted toward the center to court Greece’s 
burgeoning -and often politically apathetic 
-middle class. 

The result is an overlapping of agendas 
and attitudes between the two groups, which 
once sniped at each other from distinct 
vantage points. 

The Socialists rose to power with a leftist 
ideology of generous patronage and social 
spending. The United States and its free- 
market style of capitalism were demonized. 

The conservatives rallied around a pro- 
Western platform and believed tiny Greece 
could not afford to antagonize its big part- 
ners in NATO and the European Union. 

Now it’s hard to tell the parties apart. 
Both endorse the drive to join the EU’s 
single currency. There are no major foreign 
policy differences on issues such as improv- 
ing ties with Turkey. 

“Whether one party wins or the other 
doesn’t make that tremendous difference 
to the voters and they know it,” Veremis 
said. “Many are going to flip a coin just 
before the elections.” 

The new political realities have led to 
some curious role reversals. 

The Socialists now boast of their fiscal 
controls, which have been warmly received 
by EU partners that once mocked Greece’s 
double-digit inflation and runaway spend- 
ing. Inflation is now below 3 percent and 
Greece is expected to get formal approval to 
enter the euro group in June. 

Conservatives have been forced to take 


Thousands flee 


BUJA, Nigeria (AP) - Thousands of 
Awe grabbed what possessions 

they could and fled the northern 
town of Damboa after fighting broke out 
between Christians and Muslims, leaving 
20 people dead, news reports said today. 

Young Muslims incensed about the con- 
struction of a church in the predominantly 
MusJim town attacked the building last 
week, national newspapers reported. Some 
Christians fought back. 

Clashes continued, prompting thousands 
to flee their homes. About 20 people were 
killed, state officials told the Lagos-based 
Guardian paper. 

Riot police restored relative calm, but 
frightened residents continued to pile into 
buses, cars and trucks to escape to the 
Borno state capital of Maiduguri, 50 miles 


AP Photo/Alvaro Hernandez. 


RALLY TIME: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, center, waves during a rally _ 
at a coliseum in Maturin, 510 kilometers (317 miles) east of Caracas, Venezuela. 
OPEC's latest meeting has confirmed Venezuela's higher profile in the oil cartel: 
its oil minister was named OPEC president and the group approved a Venezuelan 
proposal to use frequent output changes to counter price instability. But 
Venezuela's share of OPEC's agreed output hike - about 125,000 barrels a day - 
may not be enough to rescue the South American nation's faltering economy. And 
Chavez is being criticized by some oil experts who say he's courting Arab oil 
producers at the expense of petroleum investment at home. 


up the populist mantle. They seek support 
from labor groups - including farmers -that 
once made up the Socialist power base. 

Polls show the parties in a dead heat, 
each supported by roughly 38 percent of 
Greece’s 9.1 million registered voters. Com- 
munists and leftist coalitions account for 
the rest. 

“It is the most uncertain outcome of the 
past 25 years,” said Thomas Gerakis, gen- 
eral manager of the Kappa Research. 

New campaign rules have limited or 
outlawed election trappings of the past: 
posters and banners. The ritual of holding 
mass rallies survives, but with smaller 
crowds and more stage managing for tele- 
vision. 


The Socialists, led by Premier Costas 
Simitis, came to power in 1981 and have 
lost their hold on the 300-member parlia- 
ment only once, from 1990-93. They cur- 
rently hold 161 seats. New Democracy has 
103. The New Democracy leader, Costas 
Caramanlis, badly needs an election win to 
remain a credible force in Greek politics. 

“(The Socialists) want to stay in govern- 
ment because they have a good premier and 
now know the job. New Democracy wants 
to be the government because it has not 
governed for a long time, and those in 
power for some time have tired,” said col- 
umnist Yiannis Pretenderis. “I don’t find 
anything exiting or convincing in either 
argument.” 


religious fighting in Nigeria 


to the north. Others set off on foot or 
crowded into the local police compound for 
safety, newspapers reported. 

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation, 
is sharply divided along ethnic and reli- 
gious lines and is often torn by violence. 
Calls to introduce sharia, or Islamic law, in 
some northern states - including Borno - 
has sparked fighting that is believed to have 
killed thousands in recent weeks. 

Sharia supporters have assured non- 
Muslims they will not be tried under Is- 
lamic law, which prohibits such things as 
drinking alcohol and calls for separate 
schools and public transportation for men 
and women. But such assurances have 
meant little to Christians, who fear dis- 
crimination and marginalization under 
sharia. 


Meanwhile, 21 people have been charged 
in the killing of a police officer during 
unrelated clashes last weekend in the cen- 
tral Nigerian town of Suleija, state-run tele- 
vision reported today. The accused, includ- 
ing three local chiefs, appeared in court on 
charges of murder and complicity in the 
killing, television reported. 

Suleija has been tense since Jan. 17, 
when the state government reinstated 
Awwal Ibrahim as the town emir, or Islamic 
spiritual leader. Ibrahim was deposed by a 
federal court in 1996 because of irregulari- 
ties in his appointment. 

Armed youths attacked the emir’s pal- 
ace after midday prayers, but were repelled 
by riot police. State radio said three people 
were killed in the violence, but other re- 
ports put the death toll at 10. 
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Keene State adjuncts to vote on union 


@ President says 
vote not in their 
best interest 


EENE, N.H. (AP) - Part-time 
Koes at Keene State 

College will hold a secret 
ballot next month on forming a 
union, the culmination of a two- 
year battle with the college. 

Adjunct professors will vote on 
April 26 if they want the Adjunct 
Association of Keene State Col- 
lege-NEA New Hampshire to bar- 
gain for them. 

A majority of the roughly 150 
adjuncts is needed to forma union 
chapter. 

The college’s full-time profes- 
sors are part of another union. 

Eligible to vote are adjuncts 
teaching now or those who have 
taught at least two of the last 
three semesters. 

In October 1999, the New 
Hampshire Public Employee La- 
bor Relations Board ruled that 
adjuncts have the right to form a 
union because they are part-time 
employees, not temporary work- 
ers. 

The college appealed the rul- 
ing, but the board found for the 
adjuncts in December. The college 
can appeal to the state Supreme 
Court, but won’t say if it will until 
after the election. 


Part-time professors teach 
about one-third of the classes at 
Keene State. 

Ellen Moynihan, president of 
the adjunct professors group, said 
a union would mean a big change 
not just for Keene State, but for 
the entire University System of 
New Hampshire. 

“It’s going to costa lot of money 
for them to pay (adjuncts) what 
we're worth,” she said. 

The adjunct group already has 
succeeded in getting raises for its 
members. Pay for part-timers now 
starts at between $500 and $750 
per credit per semester. Most 
classes are for three credits, which 
makes the pay $1,500 to $2,250. 
Pay levels had been hundreds of 
dollars lower. 

Keene State hires part-time pro- 
fessors as enrollment rises and 
according to demand for certain 
classes. In its arguments, the col- 
lege cited a 1979 ruling by the 
state Supreme Court, which said 
adjuncts are temporary workers 
with no job security. That, the 
college argued, made them ineli- 
gible to unionize. 

The state labor board ruled oth- 
erwise. 

In a letter to adjuncts, Keene 
State President Stanley Yarosewick 
said he does not believe a union is 
in their or the college’s best inter- 
est. 


Mabel Romero photo 
DINNER FOR TWO: Mike and Cindy Wallace help themselves 
to one of the selections at the International Festival. See story, 
page 16. 


Proposal would eliminate student good grade bonus 


@ Popular program 
has big cost in 
Arkansas 


ITTLE ROCK (AP) - A legisla 
tive committee recom 
mended cutting a $500 bo- 
nus for good grades from a state 
college scholarship program that 
is facing an $8 million shortfall. 
The popularity of the program 
caught the state unprepared. Stu- 
dents would still get a $2,500 schol- 
arship, though the elimination of 
the $500 bonus would only trim 
$3.5 million from the shortfall. 
The bonus was not part of the 
original scholarship program, 
noted Sen. Jean Edwards, D- 
Sherrill, who said he supports full 
funding ofthe $2,500 scholarships. 


Sen. Jodie Mahony, D-El Dorado, 
said at the Thursday hearing that 
the bonus was instituted only to 
keep the program from losing a 
funding surplus it had in its early 
stages. Mahony proposed the cut. 

The proposed bonus elimina- 
tion would apply to current recipi- 
ents as well as students entering 
college this fall. 

The recommendation by the 
Joint Interim Oversight Commit- 
tee on Education Reform is to be 
brought before the Arkansas 
Higher Education Coordinating 
Board at its April 21 meeting. 

Mahony said the Academic 
Challenge Scholarship program is 
not the only education obligation 
the state has. He said a plan to 
raise teacher salaries also needs to 
be funded. 

“Tt is not responsible to run an 
$8 million deficit when you can do 


something about it,” Mahony said. 

Sen. Jim Argue, D-Little Rock, 
voted against the proposal, saying 
the state was abandoning a com- 
mitment. 

Gov. Mike Huckabee said after 
the vote that he is reluctant to 
support cutting bonuses for stu- 
dents already in the program. 

Last fall, 4,146 freshmen en- 
tered state colleges and universi- 
ties under the program. That was 
more than double the 1998 par- 
ticipation in the program, which 
offers the $2,500 scholarships to 
students with a 2.5 grade-point 
average and a 19 on the ACT. Fam- 
ily income limits apply. 

Recipients have gotten a $500 
bonus each year they earn and 
maintain a 3.25 grade-point aver- 
age. Consistent good work means 
a senior could get $4,000 for his or 
her final year. 


Higher Education Department 
Director Lu Hardin said he intends 
to fully fund eligible students 
through the fall 200 semester. 
Hardin said he wants an extra 
appropriation from the Legisla- 
ture next year to make up the 
shortfall. Without the money, 
spring scholarships could be cut 
in half, he said. 

Hardin told committee mem- 
bers he would recommend the 
Higher Education Board eliminate 
the bonuses for future students. 

Mahony suggested the depart- 
ment cut scholarships by $250 or 
$500 immediately and then seek 
money from the Legislature in 
January. 

Hardin said the program has 
9,000 recipients, 2,500 of whom 
are getting the bonuses. This fall, 
he projects there will be 4,500 
students getting the bonuses. 


Buffalo profs. 
take no confi- 
dence vote 


UFFALO, N.Y. (AP) - Professors 

at the University at Buffalo’s 
College of Arts & Sciences are con- 
sidering a “no confidence” vote in 
the administration in protest of 
recent priorities the faculty say 
were established without their 
input. 

Among complaints are the 
university's hiring freeze at the 
college while UB is spending more 
than $10 million a year on athlet- 
ics. The professors want the freeze 
lifted, as well as assurances that 
the administration will consult 
the faculty when setting univer- 
sity priorities. 

Mail ballots were sent Tuesday 
to the 500-plus faculty members 
of the College of Arts & Sciences, 
English Professor James Bunn said. 

“This is the outcome of a mass 
meeting of faculty called by the 
(Policy) Committee to discuss a 
number of issues that affect the 
goals and values of arts and sci- 
ences on this campus,” Bunn told 
The Buffalo News. 

UB President William Greiner, 
saying he had not seen the ballots, 
declined to comment. 

The College of Arts & Sciences, 
the largest unit at UB, serves about 
11,000 undergraduates. 

UB imposed a hiring freeze on 
the college last summer when 
administrators learned it had gone 
$2 million to $3 million over bud- 
get. 


Turner, Fonda 
to be honored 


OSTON (AP) - Ted Turner and 

estranged wife Jane Fonda will 
share the stage at Emerson Col- 
lege commencement in May. 

In January the couple an- 
nounced they were separating, but 
were committed to the long-term 
success of their 8-year marriage. 

Despite their decision to spend 
time apart, the two are scheduled 
to receive honorary degrees at the 
May 15 graduation ceremonies. 

A spokesman for the college 
said the invitations were sent to 
Turner and Fonda before they an- 
nounced their separation. Both 
were invited for their individual 
achievements. 


Citing worker rights questions, Nike pulls its support of Brown hockey 


By DAVID RISING 


Associated Press Writer 


ROVIDENCE, RI. (AP) - Nike 
P: terminating its contract 

to provide hockey equip- 
ment to Brown University, fearing 
the school might try to make it 
comply with guidelines of a group 
pushing for better working condi- 
tions in clothing factories, a Nike 
official said. 

Nike said it objects to being 
held to the code of conduct out- 
lined by the Workers Rights Con- 
sortium, of which Brown was a 
founding member, because the 
company disagrees with the 
group’s approach. 

“The WRCis based ona ‘gotcha’ 


’ monitoring technique,” said 


Simon Pestridge, Nike’s labor prac- 
tices manager. He said they go to 
factories and report on what they 
find, rather than work with facto- 
ries to effect change. 

He said the WRC’s definition of 
a “living wage” is too vague. 

Brown notified Nike in late 
January that it wanted to renego- 
tiate its contract with the 
Beaverton, Ore., company, to re- 
quire it to comply with Brown’s 
code of conduct. 

Brown’s code is not unlike 
Nike’s, said Nike director of global 
issues management Vada Man- 
ager. But because the school is a 
founding member of the WRC, 
Nike’s attorneys said the school 


could try and impose the WRC’s 
code on Nike, Manager said. 

Brown was the first school in- 
volved with the WRC to ask for a 
renegotiation of its contract with 
Nike, Manager said. 

Brown and Nike were in the 
middle ofa three-year contract, in 
which Nike provided the men’s 
and women’s hockey teams with 
skates, gloves, pads, and other 
goods under the Nike and Bauer 
labels. Nike has no other contracts 
with Brown, Manager said. 

Brown University spokesman 
Mark Nickel could not be reached 
at work or home for comment. 
The school’s director of sports in- 
formation, Christopher Humm, 
declined to comment. 


A staff member of the WRC 
said Nike’s stance would hurt the 
company. 

“They market mainly to college 
aged kids ... and if Nike pulled out 
from Brown they’d get a lot of 
criticism,” said Maria Roeper. 

“But if they don’t want to com- 
ply with women’s rights and de- 
cent wages and decent working 
hours and schools don’t want to 
have their names tarnished by bad 
labor practices, then OK.” 

The WRCis a fledgling national, 
student-led organization which 
targets poor working conditions, 
but opposes including manufac- 
turers in the process 

Roeper said the WRC provides 
asuggested code of conduct, which 


schools can either adopt or use as 
a guideline. The WRC then acts as 
a watchdog to ensure that the 
companies that have contracts 
with the schools are complying 
with the schools’ codes. 

In its letter to Brown, Nike said 
the company believes the only “ef- 
fective way to make progress in 
improving factory conditions 
around the world is to have all 
stakeholders at the table working 
cooperatively ... (which) the WRC 
directly rejects ... choosing instead 
to exclude industry.” 


Nike participated in the forma- 
tion of the Fair Labor Association 
and will continue to support its 
terms, Manager said. 
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job search 
Starts here 


® Working hard can be 
the key to your success 


By K. SCHNEIDER & L. PERKINS 
Observer Staff 


tudents milling around the Spurk 

building were treated to chicken 

quesadillas and sandwiches from the 
Sylvan Street Grill, and cheesecake and 
other desserts from the Alden Merrill Bak- 
ery. 

This and much more filled the halls as 
NECC presented 60 to 70 employers in 
businesses ranging from community ser- 
vice, to technical and retail jobs. 

“I'm looking for a fitness job. So far 
there’s nothing here for that, but I’m look- 
ing,” said Beth Charest, physical education 
major. 

The Army was looking for “a few good 
men and women.” They showed videos and 
had many recruiters on hand to explain 
how to join the Army and have it pay for 
college tuition. 

An after school enrichment program 
called Explore had already brought two 
people on board. 

“This is a program that is run through- 
out 35 cities in Massachusetts. It allows 
people to work before and after school,” 
said Shaunda Albert, Regional Recruiter for 
Explore. 

They work with school aged children 
with schools grades K-6. 

Bill Morris, who owns Career Consult- 
ants, started going to NECC at age 53 and is 
graduating this May in Business Manage- 
ment. 

“Most people skip over the basic skills, 
but you can’t and you have to pay the dues 
to get them. Skills and personality are im- 
portant,” Morris said. 

His business helps people develop a re- 
sume which best describes their capabili- 
ties, then with a mission statement directs 
them to a maritime career. 

Morris has what he calls an “entrepre- 
neurial instinct.” He is there to give back to 
the students what NECC has given to him. 

Also in the classrooms up and down the 
halls workshops were being held for stu- 
dents with disabilities. These were to help 
students to develop their skills in resume 


Crotched Mountain (603) 898-6878 
Paychex (781) 935-4500 
IBIS (978) 777-4247 
Mental Health Resources Plus, 
Inc.(978) 685-6609 
Tweeter etc. (781) 830-3000 x3482 
The Affiliates (617) 204-9100 
The Home Depot 1-877-WORK4HD 
Northeast Hospitals (978) 922-3000 
x2305 
TruGreen-ChemLawn (508) 862-2404 
Cmarc Industries (781) 935-7057 
Alden Merrell (978) 462-3248 x162 
Walgreens (603) 595-6365 
North of Boston Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Inc. (978) 465-6333 
National Park Service (978) 275-1716 
OfficeTeam (978) 750-8811 
HealthSouth (781) 939-1936 
Frito-Lay, Inc. 1-800-220-5523 x2305 
Yoplait-Columbo (978) 689-1336 
Massachusetts Extended Care 
Federation (617) 558-0202 x242 
Small World Communications (603) 
382-8966 
Community Teamwork, Inc. (978) 459- 
0551 
America Training Inc. (978) 685-2151 
x106 
RPS (978) 988-3987 
U.S. Army (978) 372-2651 
Alpha Imaging Technologies (978) 459- 
2050 
EastPak (978) 373-1583 x130 
Avon (978) 682-2090 
Analog Devices (781) 937-2208 
CTI Head Start (978) 454-5100 x137 
UPS (508) 441-3400 
Disney (407) 824-4321 or 
www.disney.com 
Filene’s 

Rockingham Park (603) 890-3800 
x2206 

North Shore (978) 531-3800 x2208 
Sylvan Street Grille (978) 774-1724 
Explore 1-888-935-4548 
Career Consultants (978) 346- 4816 


writing, interviewing skills and much more. 

If you’re in the NECC nursing program, 
there were plenty of employers looking for 
you. Although rehab technicians is what 
HealthSouth needs, see said they are also 


Karyn Schneider photo 
WE WANT YOU: Sergeant Brett Waterhouse recruits a student for the U.S. Army. 


Luke Perkins photo 


JAMMING THE LOBBY FOR JOBS : Students talks to Merrimack Valley apeionar 


about finding that perfect job. 


looking for nurses, CNA’s occupational 
therapists and physical therapist assistants. 

Northeast Hospitals, which represents 
several hospitals in the area, is looking to 
fill several positions in the health field as 
well. They are looking for nurses, LPN’s, and 
mental health counselors. 

If retail is what you are interested in, 
several stores in the area are looking for 
sales associates. Tweeter, Walgreens, 


. Filenes, and The Home Depot had represen- 


tatives on hand to talk to interested stu- 


dents. 

John Leonard Permanent, Temp Employ- 
ment Specialist, was there to help with your 
job search They were offering $50 “refer a 
friend” bonus program which allowed you 
to help a friend find a job and give you some 
extra cash as a thank you. 

The job fair attracted many students, 
some who left with applications, some who 
got interviews, and many with the thought 
that maybe in the end there would be a job 
with their name on it. 


~ Luke Perkins photo 
SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED: Students pass through Spurk Building as Allan 
Theriault, Human Resources Manager from Filenes in the North Shore Mall, looks on. 
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® Dreams sit in all 
shapes and sizes and for 
Nancy Ward education 
helps hers come true 


BY KARYN SCHNEIDER 


Features Editor 


sits in silent concentration as the num- 

bers she needs to do her math home- 
work come rolling off her pencil. ’ 

Taking a five-course load and taking 
care of her house in Haverhill, she will 

graduate with the class of 2000. 

“This is a dream I always wanted to do,” 
Ward says. “Being in Business Management 
has helped me to participate in the conver- 
sations that are around me.” She explained 
that her husband is a full-time consultant 
for an engineering company. 

“There are times we go out to eat with 
some of his friends and I have no idea what 

they are talking about. Now I do,” she says 
with confidence in her voice. 

Ward, who graduated from high school 
in 1969 elected to be a stay-at-home mom. 

You can tell how proud she is of her 
daughter Julie as she talks of her graduat- 

‘ _ ing from! ‘Boston University with her master’s 
“degree. Julie will graduate the day after she 
herset gets a diploma. 

i ~ Her pride doesn’t stop there. Her son 
Michael that will also come to NECC to 
pursue a degree in criminal justice this fall. 
__ Ward has-encouraged lots of her s son’s 
ciog 1» womuememmeiis 
“TJ would like to think that my children are 
proud of me and that I have set a good 
example,” she said. “If you want it, it’s here 
for you. The atmosphere is so diverse it 
makes it interesting that everyone has a 
different dream.” 

“My husband is very supportive too. He 
has allowed me financially to pursue my 
dream .” Sometimes Ward gets discouraged 
and overwhelmed about college and asks 
her husband why she is doing this? And he 
tells her “because you want to better your- 
self.” This is something she thinks of every 
time she feels like giving up. 

“My Husband was severely ill for about a 
year and a half with arthritis in his spine 
andI devoted myself to his care full-time,” 


I t’s Tuesday afternoon. Nancy Ward, 48, 


Ward succeed. 

Nancy Nickerson, math professor, has 
also been supportive. Ward calls her a pa- 
tient teacher and one of her favorites. “She 
is definitely my role model and her teach- 
ing fits her like a glove,” Ward said. 

In 1998, Ward received the Beta Omicron 
chapter, Alpha Beta Gamma -National Busi- 
ness Honor Society Award. 

“My mother is someone who is also here 
for me,” she said. “I call her when I’m doing 
well and when things are difficult. My 
mother is very encouraging.” 

Both Ward’s husband and mother ac- 
companied her to the award ceremony. 

Ward’s friends and family have encour- 
aged her to pursue bachelor’s degree in 
business education. 

She plans to become very active in the 
Alumni Club after graduation. — 

“My goal is to get my master’s degree and 
come back here to geile I'll do it,” Ward 
said. 


Karyn Schneider photo 
STUDYING AT BENTLEY LIBRARY: Nancy Ward tackles math homework after 
class. 


Join the team at Harborside Healthcare and 


make a difference ! 


Currently accepting applications for: 


RNs, LPNs, CNAs 
All shifts 


Office Manager - Full Time 


Visit us and learn about our: 


she said. 

When he got better, he told her in appre- * Pee ae 
ciation for all her support she could have agency free initiatives 
the kitchen of her dreams. With the help of * mentor programs 
Many magazines and contractors she de- a 


restorative programs 


signed her own kitchen. 

“I love to cook and this means so much 
to me,” she said. Her children call her the 
Martha Stewart of the year 2000. 

Besides her husband and her children, 
there are others in her life that want to see 


We are a team oriented facility, that welcomes 
new ideas to meet the needs of our residents. 
You'll never work with a better team than the 
one here at Harborside Healthcare Maplewood. 


For more information call Diane Cannata at 


978/388-3500 or fax us your resume at 978- 
388-4346. 


“T love to cook and this 
means so much to me,” 
she said. Her children 
call her the Martha 
Stewart of the Year 
2000. 


Harborside Healthcare ~ Maplewood 
6 Morril Place, Amesbury, MA 
FOE 


One woman's story: ‘The Sound of One Hand Clapping’ 


@ Berlin Wall collapse 
leads to trip to her past, 
filled with shock and 
dismay 


THE SOUND OF ONE HAND 
CLAPPING 

By Richard Flanagan for the Washington Post 
Atlantic Monthly. 432 pp. $24 


Flanagan’s second novel, (after Death 
of a River Guide), is leading what she 
believes to be “a good life.” 

She lives in Australia’s most celebrated 
city, Sydney, where “she had progressed 
from typist to secretary to a minor admin- 
istrative position in an insurance company, 
then acquired a job as a production assis- 
tant in a television company. Her work is 
‘not glamorous, and her pay was that of a 
clerk’s, but she could afford things she had 
never known as a child—good clothes, jew- 
elry, occasionally eating out at a mid-priced 
restaurant.” 

Sonja would seem to be a happy woman, 
except for her failure to find a man with 
whom she can fall in love, yet she is haunted 
to the point of obsession with her past. 
When she was three years old, living with 
her parents on the hard, rough island of 
Tasmania, immediately to the south of the 
Australian mainland, her mother walked 
away from the crude hut in which they lived 
and never returned. 

Sonja was raised by strangers, then re- 
claimed by her father. A laborer on the 
great dams being built at Tasmania, he had 
immigrated from Slovenia after World War 
Il. 


S onja Buloh, the heroine of Richard 


A sad, inarticulate man, he longed for 
the old country but could not escape the 
terrors of war that filled his memory; he 
drank to forget—his pain was “like a knife 
... a knife that won’t stop turning in my 
guts”—and when he was drunk he beat his 
daughter. 

The novel moves back and forth between 
1954, when Maria Buloh leaves her hus- 
band and daughter, and 1990, when Sonja 
and her father, Bojan, find ways to come to 
terms with each other. Its central theme 
emerges in 1989, when Sonja hears, ona car 
radio, the news that the Berlin Wall has 


Bees Do It: a 


@ Love is based on feel- 
ings that we try to study 
but never succeed 


By ELISABETH _YOUNG-BRUEHL AND 
FAITH BETHELARD 

Free Press. 254 pp. $24 

A GENERAL THEORY OF LOVE 
By Thomas Lewis, Fari Amini and Richard 
Lannon for the Washington Post 

Random House. 274 pp. $23.95 

Reviewed by JENNIFER COITZIN 


it’s that few of us dare claim to under 

stand it. Centuries of musings in lit- 
erature, art, philosophy and science have 
failed to distill love, to answer those ques- 
tions that persist across time and place. 

Why do we fall in love, and out of love, 
with those we do? Why are some unable to 
love at all? Into this muddiness wade psy- 
choanalysts Elisabeth Young-Bruehl and 
Faith Bethelard. In Cherishment: A Psychol- 
ogy of the Heart, they argue that Western 


E there’s one thing certain about love, 


fallen: “It meant nothing to her, this news, 
that history, and she sat there enveloped in 
[cigarette] smoke, both part of and beyond 
history, forgotten by history, irrelevant to 
history, yet shaped entirely by it, unintelli- 
gible without comprehending its frontiers 
and those, like her and her parents, who 
had come to live beyond them. 

Because in the end history—like the Ber- 
lin Wall—shapes people, had shaped her, 
but would not in the end determine her, 
because in the end it cannot account for the 
great irrational—the great human—forces: 
the destructive power of evil, the redeem- 
ing power of love.” 

The Sound of One Hand Clapping—the 
title refers to the loneliness and isolation in 
which Sonja and her father are trapped, as 
was her mother—is thus about how ordi- 
nary people come to terms with events 
larger than themselves and beyond their 
control. 

What happened in Slovenia to Maria and 
Bojan was literally unspeakable, all the 
more so because both were mere children 
when it took place. Though neither was in 
any respect responsible for the violence and 
death all around them, their lives were 
indelibly marked by it. So, too, Sonja comes 
to understand, was her own life, in the part 
of her life covered by this story, her chief 
aim is to find out exactly what that past 
was—not merely what happened to her 
parents in the war, but why her mother 
deserted her— and to come to terms with it. 

This explains why, in 1989, when Sonja 
is in her late thirties, she leaves Sydney and 
returns to Tasmania, to visit the father 
whom she has not seen for nearly two 
decades: “She would find him even after all 
these years, finally track him down and ask 
him what it was that had happened to 
them? What was it? she would ask. Was it 
only life? Him? Her?” Finding the answers 
to those questions takes her to real places— 
the ones where she lived when she was a 
girl—and to others found only in imagina- 
tion and memory. 

It all makes for a strange, as well as 
strangely compelling, novel, and it will not 
be to all tastes. Flanagan narrates it with 
such intensity that there are more than a 
few moments when one longs for the heat 
to be turned down, for a dash or two of 


societies fail to recognize a universal need 
for dependent love—the need to be cher- 
ished—leaving individuals miserable (and 
in therapy) as a result. 

At a 1995 Yale University symposium 
celebrating the centenary of Anna Freud’s 
birth, the two became entranced by a con- 
cept they stumbled upon in a psychoanaly- 
sis text: amae, a Japanese word meaning 
the expectation to be loved. A hefty infusion 
of Asian language and philosophy high- 
lights the inadequacies of the traditional 
Western view of love: Needing to be loved is 
seen as a weakness, as something to be 
overcome rather than fulfilled. 

But such inventive ideas are often over- 
shadowed by an awkward, overly personal 
narrative, in which the authors lapse into 
lengthy dialogues with each other about 
their evolving philosophies. A style that is 
engrossing in the preface is simply tiring by 
the time the final chapter rolls around. 

Listening to the authors analyze a French- 
man’s outburst on a Greek ferry (he is 
accustomed to hiding his need for 
cherishment, they say) leaves the odd im- 
pression of eavesdropping on a conversa- 


humor, fora little breathing room. It is also 
longer than it needs to be. 

Yet its occasional shortcomings are bear- 
able because its characters develop in inter- 
esting and affecting ways; because -it offers 
readers in this country a glimpse of a part 
of the world unknown to all save those who 
have been to Australia or studied its his- 
tory; and because Flanagan has thoughtful 
things to say about history and the ordinary 
people whose lives are so powerfully af- 
fected by it. 

The book’s central image is in a photo- 
graph from the early 1950s that Bodan “had 
given Sonja when she left home, of a family 
that had once been and no longer was—of 
Bojan and Maria and the baby Sonja to- 
gether. “What Sonja simply cannot under- 
stand is why that little family is gone for- 
ever. 

She does not know why Maria left or 
what happened to her after she did. Was she 
herself to blame? “For she felt guilt in her 
waking life, felt that all things, most par- 
ticularly her own self, were her fault, and 
the fault was one of character, of a person 
who was ultimately incapable of good. 

This was a foolish notion and she knew 
it to be so, but nevertheless it was more 
easily dismissed from her mind than purged 
from her soul.” Or, as Flanagan puts it later: 
“Sonja believed herself to be neither a good 
person nor a strong person nor a kind 
person she would wonder if, had she known 


tion when one would prefer to be else 
where. 

While casual conversation can lighten 
an otherwise scholarly tome, here it simply 
makes the writing less convincing. Never- 
theless, the Eastern concept of cherishment 
is refreshing and thought-provoking. But 
the mostly blind acceptance here of Freud 
and his theories—both authors are Freud- 
ians—arouses skepticism. Interpreting one 
patient’s appointment, the authors write: 
“What Roger did in this last session, we 
think, was to struggle to get born. In his 
amae moment, he imagined himself com- 
ing out from between Faith’s legs as his best 
self, resymbolized, and he expected her to 
love him.” 

At worst, this is fantastical; at best, 
convincing to a minority already well-versed 
in Freudian theory. To ignore Freud while 
expounding on the psychology of love is, 
admittedly, nearly impossible; but to pre- 
sume that his ideas are accurate with little 
evidence to show for them glosses over a 
century of psychology and neuroscience. In 
case studies scattered throughout the book, 
Young-Bruehl and Bethelard rely heavily on 


her mother and if her mother had been 
there when she was growing up, whether 
she would be otherwise: be better, kinder, 
stronger, and not forever punished. 

Because she did feel punished and she 
felt that her punishment must be entirely 
deserved because if it wasn’t what reason 
was there for it? Because if there were no 
reason for such sorrow -then it was possible 
that there might be no reason for any of the 
suffering in the world, that it might just be 
the fate of men and women to beget suffer- 
ing as they begot each other.” 

The weight of history upon her, history 
both global and familial, is so heavy that 
she feels crushed by it. She is bound to her 
father “by something she had always known 
was extraordinarily powerful no matter 
how often she felt powerless, something 
not betrayable no matter how many times 
her father betrayed it,” yet it is not love that 
holds and sustains her but apprehension 
and doubt and, so far as her father is 
concerned, something close to hatred. 

How she resolves this, and how her 
father helps her resolve it, occupies the 
novel’s closing chapters. Some of the things 
she learns shock and dismay her; others 
give her comfort and hope. The family she 
has lost can never be returned to her, but 
she finds another family, and she finds as 
well at least some measure of redemption 
and relief. That, given what she must go 
through to get there, is no small triumph. 


psychological examination of the heart 


Freud: Patients are seen as awash in oedipal 
confusion, exhibiting the oral and anal 
stages of childhood or imagining a time 
before birth. The concepts of amae and ofa 
society that rejects the cherishment all 
humans need are well worth mulling over. 
And Freud’s writings may certainly hold 
kernels of insight on love. But our interpre- 
tation of love should have moved beyond 
Freud long ago. 

One can’t help feeling that his body of 
work, so-heavily emphasized here, is largely 
disconnected from today’s reality. 

Thankfully, the bold A General Theory of 
Love looks to the future, acknowledging 
how much is left to learn about the biology 
of love while also celebrating what’s been 
discovered so far. “Love has to be lawful,” 
write the authors. But lawful does not mean 
rational, since love, like all emotions, is 
governed by a chunk of brain—the limbic 
brain—that is more primitive than the ra- 
tional neocortex. 

The limbic brain captivates the authors, 
Thomas Lewis, Fari Amini and Richard 
Lannon, all ofwhom are psychiatrists at the 

continued on page 13 
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Psychological view of love 


continued from page 12 
University of California, San Francisco. The 
limbic brain has long been dismissed as the 
seat of bothersome, animalistic forces, but, 
the authors contend, it, and specifically the 
love it gives and receives shapes and re- 
shapes a person throughout life. 
Convincingly connecting love and biol- 
ogy is no easy task; despite great strides in 
understanding the brain’s effect on emo- 
tion, exploring love by tracking the firing 
patterns of neurons can still be disconcert- 
ing. The three authors persuade by discuss- 
ing the science of love without diluting its 
mystique. An eminently readable chapter 
on brain structure and functiori quotes an 
old riddle, while later chapters include for- 


ays into poetry, anthropology and ancient 


Greek science. 

Much of the 
book, though, 
focuses on 
modern, some- 
times startling, 
neuroscience. 
Intensely emo- 
tional relation- 
ships, be they 
between lovers 
or parent and 
child, perma- 
nently rewire 
the brain. 

In a 
years-long rela- 
tionship, one person’s neural network is 


fortified by another’s, helping explain re- 
peated attractions to redheads or those 
with loud laughs or movie lovers. “Who we 
are and who we become depends, in part, 
on whom we love,” the authors write—and, 
imagining past relationships that irrevoca- 
bly altered personalities, it’s easy to agree. 
At the same time, the thought of others 
reshaping the brain—our brain—nonethe- 
less astonishes. 

Love’s profound effect on brain circuitry, 
and the brain’s profound effect on person- 
ality, challenge tenets dear to American 
society. The authors argue that love may 
hold the key to many of society’s problems. 
Day care might not be an adequate substi- 
tute for a parent’s near-constant presence. 
Anti-drug education will inevitably fail many 
teenagers raised in unloving homes, since 
they have no will to resist the soothing 
effect that drugs offer. School shootings 


may be less a mystery than we suppose. 

Some of these messages, in their cer- 
tainty, ring hollow. Indeed if there’s any 
flaw in this luminous book, it’s that it 
presents love as the near-universal answer 
to human frailty, evil and sadness. That 
seems too much to hope for. 

The authors are the first to admit that 
the brain cannot yet explain all about love. 
Perhaps in a century or two, armed with a 
map detailing neural constellations, there 
will be nothing left to prove. But for now, 
“the proven and the unprovable, the heart 
and the brain . . . exert their pulls in 
different directions,” they write. Where they 
are brought together, the result is incan- 
descence.” 


Jennifer Coutzin has written about science 
and medicine. She currently covers e-commerce 
for the Industry. 


Yeltsin’s book in the 
works for this year 


EW YORK (AP) Boris Yeltsin, Russia’s 
first democratically elected president, 
is writing a book about his years in office. 
The book, scheduled for publication this 
fall, is tentatively titled “Midnight Diaries” 
because it grew out of several late-night 
conversations between Yeltsin and his chief 
of staff. 

Assisting on the project is Valentin 
Yumashev, a former journalist who has 
worked closely with the president’s office 
for a decade. 

Among the topics expected to be dis- 
cussed are the impact of the 1991 coup, the 
Chechnya situation, Russia’s economy, 
Yeltsin’s relationship with various world 
leaders, his health and his decision to re- 
tire. 


Court acquits woman 
writer of blasphemy 


AIT (AP) An appeals court Sun. ac 
quitted a woman writer of blasphemy, 
and replaced the suspended jail term handed 
to another writer for indecent writings 
with a fine. 

The court found Alia Shuaib, who teaches 
philosophy at Kuwait University, innocent 
of blasphemy and “publishing opinions that 
ridicule religion” in a book she published in 
1993. Amisdemeanors court had sentenced 
her in January to a suspended two months 
in jail. 

Laila al-Othman’s conviction of using 
indecent language in her book “The Depar- 
ture” was upheld, but her sentence was 
commuted to paying a $3,260 fine. 

The appeals court also dismissed a sus- 
pended sentence of two months imprison- 
ment handed down to the publisher, Yehya 
al-Rubaian, who had been convicted of pub- 
lishing Shuaib’s book without state permis- 
sion. But it raised his fine to $3,260. 

The prosecutions were initiated by citi- 
zens of Muslim fundamentalist views who 
brought court actions against the women 
writers. 

Shuaib, 36, had maintained that the 
controversial line in her poetry collection 
“Spiders Bemoan a Wound” contained no 
insult to God or religion. It said: “I dream of 
passing, even for one moment, through 
God’s secret map.” 


~ Morthern ¢ 
Co 


sssex Community 
llege Presents 


For more information, 


please contact Student Activities at 978/556 373). 


To request a sign language interpreter, 
please coll $56/3897 [TTY]. 


Student Activities Department Is a port of the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, a Division of Enroliment Management & Student Services. 
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New romantic 
sensation and jazz 
compilation reviewed 


“As Long As You're Living Yours: The Music 
of Keith Jarrett” (RCA Victor) - Various Art- 
ists 

ribute recordings can squeeze the life 
a ee of the original compositions, some- 
times through over-interpretation, some- 
times through the wrong selection of art- 
ists and genres (just because you could have 
a heavy metal interpretation of a Duke 
Ellington standard is no reason to do so). 

“As Long As You’re Living Yours: The 
Music of Keith Jarrett” mostly avoids the 
pitfalls to give some clever reworkings of 
music from across Jarrett’s vast catalog. 

One of the most prolific modern 20th 
century jazz composers and a pianist with- 
out parallel, Jarrett is at home with any 
number of styles, from standards to impro- 
visational, classical and even sacred. 

“As Long As You’re Living Yours” doesn’t 
venture into improvisational jazz, but does 
touch the classical. 

Violinist Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg 
teams with contemporary jazz pianist Bob 
James for a beautiful reading of “Book of 
Ways 9.” 

Other renditions ofnote include straight- 
ahead versions of “Innocence” by saxo- 
phonist George Garzone and “Shades of 
Jazz” by hornmen Joe Lovano and Tom 
Harrell; Nueva Rhumba’s Latin-flavored “So 
Tender” and pianist D.D. Jackson’s soulful 
take on “Everything That Lives Laments.” 

James Reindl, Associated Press Writer 


“Love Stories” (Columbia) - Frank McComb 
M y, my, my, what a joyful way to quench 

a thirst! Frank McComb’s Columbia 
debut, “Love Stories,” is a slow-wine salute 
to classic rhythm and blues, sprinkled with 
a little bit of gospel and a hungry-man 
helping of jazz. 

Thoughtful and deeply personal, this 
disc relies on the singer’s talents, rather 
than calling on the cheap give-it-to-me- 
baby/bump ‘n’ grind gimmicks that dilute 
so many “romantic” tunes receiving airplay 
now. 

There’s not a “sex sells” parachute to 
soften the disc’s landing; the production 
stands on its own merits. 

McComb takes it to church on the intro- 
duction of “Love Stories,” a sanctified rendi- 
tion of “His Eye is on the Sparrow” an- 
chored by his lush vocals, and a wisely 
muted piano that afford the words space to 
breathe. 

When McComb rips up a funky cut (check 
out “They’re Gonna Be Looking at You”), it’s 
easy to have fun with him. (Listen for a 
special treat at the end of a hidden track on 
the disc, an all-too-brief but hilarious and 
dead-on Al Green impersonation). 

Other songs like “Listen to Your Heart,” 
“If This is Love” and “Wasting Your Time” 
are soft and romantic. 

The understatement of these gems is a 
refreshing departure from some abrasive 
mainstream hits. 

Perhaps the most poignant offering here 
is the simple “Wedding Song.” He’s a young 
man, but McComb sounds mature when he 
sings about the blessed union of a husband 
and wife. It’s about pure love, sans raunchy 
details. 

“Love Stories” is an elegant debut from 
a pure artist. 

Candice Y. Rigdon, Associated Press Writer 


Check out our web site 
today! 
observer.mass.edu 


Still ‘Smooth’ after 30 years 


@ Latin rock legend lets 
his guitar to the talking 
on duet heavy comeback 
album 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


arlos Santana has crossed all borders 
( and transcended all age and ethic 
barriers. 

His latest CD “Supernatural” came on 
the scene last spring without much hoopla 
and sold to only his devote fans. That was 
until the single “Smooth” blow up on na- 
tional radio and crossed over into pop radio 
and became the biggest song of 1999. 

Although the duet of Santana and Match- 
box 20 lead vocalist Rob Thomas topped the 
charts and catapulted the album into multi- 
platinum status, there are stronger songs 
than this Grammy Award winning tune. 

The strongest song on the album is the 
duet with rapper/singer/songwriter Everlast 
“Put Your Lights On.” 

This song features great acoustic play- 
ing from Everlast and the typical fingers of 
fire from Santana. This song was the first 
song that Everlast wrote following a heart 
attack a few years ago and the emotion in 
this song. This song ahs received minimal 
pop airplay, but has seen heavy rotation in 
modern rock radio because of the somber 
nature of the song. It is one of the more low- 
key efforts on the CD. 

Another song from this CD that shows 
Santana’s ability to adjust to all types of 


music is “Maria 
Maria.” 

This duet with 
R& B newcomer 
Product G&B 
shows Santana’s 
adjustment to the 
R&B and urban 
styles of music. 
Not only does 
Santana wail on 
the electric guitar, 
he shows his can 
pick out a tune on 
a classic Spanish 
guitar as well. This 
song has followed 
in the footsteps of 
“Smooth” in that 
it has received a 
ton of radio air- 
play on all for- 
mats. 

Another high- 
light is a near 
eight minute jam 
between blues/ 
rock guitar legend 
Eric Clapton and Santana. Clapton’s Fender 
blues sound seemed to mesh perfectly with 
electric Latin sound of Santana. 

Beyond the searing guitar riffs on this 
CD, Santana has taken advantage of the 
Latin pop explosion using Latin percussion 
and piano to attract a whole new audience 
to his music. 

The only downside is that half of the 
songs are duets. This had more the sound of 
a collaboration album than a comeback 
album that critics hail it as. An asset to have 
is being bi-lingual while listening to the CD 


as some of the word may be hard to trans- 
late. 

The lack of a rhythm guitar can also 
leave the mind wandering as Santana jams 
out a solo ona song. Despite Santana’s skill 
and experience, the solos seem to lag at 
times. 

Overall, Santana’s intricate pull-on’s and 
dive bombing solo’s make this CD a guitar 
lover’s dream. Even though it took him 


thirty years, Santana has achieved pop music: » 


superstardom, even though he needed some 
help doing it. 


Postive outlook charges new hardcore release 


@ P.O.D's strict Christian 
beliefs a breath of 

fresh air in the 

rap-rock genre 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


ardcore newcomers P.O.D. have 
H burst on the scene with all the 

power of mainstays Limp Bizkit and 
Korn but without all the negativity. 

“The Fundamental Elements of South- 
town” sports all the essential hardcore ele- 
ments with the exception of one thing: 
profanity. 

The band’s name, which stands for Pay- 
able on Death, lay down tight drum rhythms, 
mind blowing bass lines, and growling gui- 
tars with the right amount of aggression, 
although they lack the lack obscene lyrics 
that other bands have on their releases. 

The first single “Southtown” really brings 
out the true style of P.O.D. Their Christian 
roots also show through on this on this 
song. 

The chorus of “Southtown” is a prime 
example of their Christian beliefs. 

“Here in a Southtown you that kids don’t 
play, put it down in the streets will I see 
another day, IfI make it back this time, got 
to hold what is mine and thank God that I 
made it alive.” This chorus is the catchiest 
hook on the entire CD. 

This San Diego quartet also incorporate 


DJ scratching into 
their songs, but don’t 
overdo it like most 
hardcore bands do. 

They have also 
fallen through with 
another hardcore ste- 
reotype in that one of 
their better songs is a 
hardcore cover of the 
U2 song “Bullet the 
Blue Sky.” P.O.D. puts 
a hardcore spinon the 
Irish rockers classic. 

Another song that 
stands out is hip-hop 
laden track “Rock the 
Party.” 

The song has the 
party feel to it and the 
band does not pump 
up the guitars as much 
as they do on the rest 
of the album. 

Like the rest of the 
hardcore genre, the band doesn’t use stan- 
dard guitar tuning. They use the “drop-D” 
guitar tuning on variations that make the 
tone of the guitar lower . 

They area standout, as just like hardcore 
icons Limp Bizkit and Rage Against the 
Machine, P.O.D doesn’t have a second or 
rhythm guitar player. 

They also don’t resort to using bass 
guitars that have more than the standard 
four strings. P.O.D. show more resourceful- 
ness than most hardcore bands. 

P.O.D. uses the hardcore formula and 
leaves out the negativity. Unlike most 


hardcore bands, whose lyrics are degrading 
to women, talk about drug and alcohol 
abuse and a life of excess in the streets, 
P.O.D. does just the opposite. 

Although they have claimed not to be 
perfect in interviews, they are as devote of 
Christians as you see in the hardcore realm 
of music. 

If the success of the single “Southtown” 
is an indication of their musical talent and 
pop culture status, P.O.D. will be around for 
years to come. 
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A different look into pro wrestling 


@ Movie shows the sport 
is not as glamorous as tells the story about how his brothers and 
th ey p ortr ay it on he worked in this business for years and 


describes how tough living a life on the road 


television can be. His wife and three daughters talk 
about how Terry needs surgery for both 
By JEFF SHEA knees. They show him in the doctor’s office 


getting the bad news. 
For Jake “The Snake” Roberts, a hot 
G6 Beyond The Mat” isn’t an average wres wrestlers in the ’80s, the emphasis of the 
tling movie It’s a documentary with a conversation is on his drug problems and 
behind-the-scenes perspective of pro- his lack of communication with his daugh- 
fessional wrestling. The hour and forty er and father. Roberts said whenever they 


minute long movie is enjoyable even if talk it ends in a fight. 
you're not a wrestling fan. For wrestler Mick Foley the film centers 


Director Barry Blaustein plays a wres- around how his career is ending. He also 
tling fanatic Roland Alexander, ajournalist Speaks ofhow his kids perceive his hardcore 
doing a story on professional wrestling. It Wrestling style. _ 
focuses on wrestlers who are about to leave This documentary also shows how WWF 
the sport. They are Terry Funk, Jake “The Owner Vince McMahon and his writers use 
Snake” Roberts and Mick Foley, a.k.a Man- gimmicks as part of the entertainment. For 


Staff Reporter 


kind, Dude Love and Cactus Jack. instance, the wrestler Daren Drozdof, a.k.a 
The movie is rated “R” not because ofits “Puke,” vomits on his show. 
language but because of some graphic Overall, the documentary offers a good 


scenes. It shows a wrestler getting stitched | Way to spend your spare time. It allows you 
up in the back room after a brutal match. to see the complexity behind the scenes of 
The documentary takes you behind the one of America’s favorite forms of enter- 
scenes ataWWFevent called RoyalRumble. tainment. 

The camera goes on backstage during 
the event and show how each performer 
goes over his dialogue and rehearse moves 
with his opponent. 

Everything is scripted beforehand, and 
it shows the insights of they creative team's 
hard work to make the scenes more believ- 
able. - 3 

For the three superstars the focus was 
on their careers and family lives. Terry Funk 


20th Century Fox photo 
“WHERE THE HEART IS”: When her boyfriend ditches her, a pregnant 17- 
year-old (Natalie Portman) finds herself stranded at an Oklahoma Wal-Mart in 
a film to be released this month. 


Liberal Arts| 
Journalism 
Broadcasting 


An Option 
For the 21st Century 


Conveniently located a 
110 & 125 

310 Main Street 

Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


Learn what it’s like to work in the 
communications field, a choice which 
can lead to career opportunities in 
newspapers, magazines, publishing, 
television, radio and more 


LOSE 20 POUNDS 
IN TWO WEEKS! 


Famous U.S. Womens’ Alpine Ski Team Diet 


During the non-snow off season the US Womens’ Alpine Ski 
Team members used the “Ski Team” diet to lose 20 pounds in two 
weeks. That’s right - 20 pounds in 14 days! The basis of the diet is 
chemical food action and was devised by a famous Colorado 
physician especially for the US Ski Team. Normal energy is 
maintained (very important) while reducing. You keep “full” - no 
starvation - because the diet is designed that way. It’s a diet that is 
easy to follow whether you work, travel or stay at home. (For men 
too!) 


Contact the Admissions Office today! 
or just try out a course next semester: 
- Journalism [ & I 
- Broadcast Reporting 
- Television Production 


This is, honestly, a fantastically succesful diet. If it weren't, 
the Us Womens’ Alpine Ski Team wouldn’t be permitted to use it! 
Right? So, give yourself the same break the US Ski team gets. Lose 
weight the scientific, proven way. Even if you've tried all the other 
diets, you owe it to yourself to try the US Womens’ Alpine Ski Team 
Diet. That is, if you really do want to lose 20 pounds in two weeks. 
Order today! Tear this out as a reminder. 

Send only $8.95 - add . 50 cents RUSH service to: 
MIDWEST ASSOCIATES, 3318 S. Glenstone, Suite 308, Springfield, 
MO 65804. Don’t order unless you expect to lose 20 pounds in two 
weeks! Because that’s what the Ski Tea Diet will do. © 1999 


Questions? Contact program coordinator Joseph T. LeBlanc 
at 978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 


SCOSSSOSSHSOHSHSHSOHHOSHSSHSHHHSOHSHSHOHSHSSHSSHSHSHSSHSHSHHOSSHHHHHSTHH8EH8H8E8E8H888HHH8EHEEHHE 
COHSHSSHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHSHSSHSSHSSHSSSSHSHEEHHSHHHHHE8THE8T8ESEHE8E88EH8HEHHEHHEHHEHES 
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Mabel Romero photo 
DIG IN: Students enjoy the food at the recent interna- 
tional food festival. 


Lunch served with 
international flare 


® Food festival exposes students to 
culinary fare from around the 
world 


By MABEL ROMERO 
Arts Editor 


e all know that food, particularly in America, is 
W°=: of the best businesses to run. Like any living 

thing, we need to eat to survive and because of 
this we like to enjoy that part of our daily routine. 

In Boston, for instance, you don’t have to go to far away 
from Newbury Street to find any kind of food you would 
like to try from around the world. Now in NECC you don’t 
have to go to Boston to be delighted. 

Recently, student activities coordinator, Dina Brown, 
together with volunteers and Corporate Chefs, put to- 
gether a Food Festival that brought together different 
cultures and tastes. 

From China all the way to the Caribbean, spices and 
music blended perfectly. 

The food made by collaborator Iris Corez and Corporate 
Chefs filled the bellies of many students. 

The food was served buffet style. Appetizers led the way 
on an L-shaped table together with the plates. 

These included nachos with salsa and taboule with 
crackers. Taboule is a mix of tomato, parsley, onion and 
wheat with a zesty light dressing. It’s a perfect snack for 
this time of the year and also for this festival. 

It is fresh and leaves a lemony taste in your mouth. 
Brown prepared this dish. 

Main courses were served next. Hispanic dishes were a 
must in this festival. Iris Corez brought a demonstration of 
it with the well known “Arroz con Guandule” (rice with a 
Caribbean variety of beans). 

This Dominican side dish started the line, followed by 
Hispanic stuffed chicken which is had a base of garlic, 
peppers, tomato and onions. 

It was a great mix with the rice. And for those who were 
not into stuffing themselves, the popular roasted chicken 
was a good alternative. 

Chinese and vegetable lovers had also a place on this 
Festival. Chow Mein was served together with a broccoli 
pie, all made by the Corporate Chefs. 

Two big buffet entrees were served with the Chinese 
dish that is a combination of vegetables like onions, 
peppers and celery on Chinese sprouts. 

The pie just beside it was made with a mix of broccoli, 
egg and cheese that mixed well with any of the dishes- 
Hispanics or Asian. 

For dessert figs, corn bread and chocolate chip cookies 
gave a little sweetness to the meal. 

The chocolate chip cookies were great. They had plenty 
of soft chocolate pieces in every bite. Fruit punch was also 
served, giving the meal a sweet and appropriate end. 

The food was just one of the attractions of the festival. 

The college also set up a stand called “Postcards from 
around the world,” a computerized system that could 
include you in any postcard you would like from any place 
in the world. Students lined up happily for a fitting end to 
a great event. 
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MAMA’S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
It’s time to let well enough alone. 
Learn to recognize when you've done 
all you can, and move on. Hindsight 
is always 20-20, so learn from mis- 
takes and decide to do better next 
time. If you exercise a little patience, 

your rewards will be evident. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
Love is everywhere during 
the week. Either a current love 
LP is rekindled or you may be in 
Q } for a new attraction. In any 
5 case, the rules have changed, 
XL and even if with an old flame, 


id 


: new. Being around positive 
people will lift your spirits. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

If the attitudes of others seem to be holding you back, 
it’s time to be a little more self-centered in order to get 
yourself back into the swing of what is good for you. A little 
separation from others can be a good thing. Opportunities 
will abound; look for them. a. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

You have a reason to be proud of your output and quality 
of work this week. Work will provide you with a welcome 
respite from other worries. If your attitude concerning a 
relationship does not seem to change, you may be looking 
at the situation from the wrong view. Don’t try so hard. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

Ifyou have been running yourself ragged, preventative 
measures may be needed to keep your health up to par. 
Money is likely to be tight for the near future, but don’t let 
it stop you from making plans to get away on vacation. Your 
lover is an absolute joy to you. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - Sept. 23) 

If you ponder over the “what ifs”, even more questions 
will arise. It’s not worth putting yourself through such self 
criticism. What’s done is done, and you can only resolve to 
do better next time. Your drive for perfection is unrealistic, 


the relationship is completely — 


for there is no such thing as perfection. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

If there is a change in plans this week, make the best of 
the situation. Something very promising may come of what 
seems to be a missed opportunity. Your love life is getting 
back on track, so take the opportunity to work out details, 
and go slowly with your mate. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your hardwork is not always noticed or appreciated by 
others. Whatever you do must satisfy you first - relying on 
others will keep you feeling disappointed. Sweet memories 
may cause you to look back on the past with a sense of loss 
and some regret - the good old days. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

It just might come to blows with a loved one during this 
week. Give each other time to cool off before approaching 
the subject in a reasonable mood. Good news about money 
may lighten up your mood a bit. The way you use informa- 
tion presented to you pleases your superiors. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Your nature insists you follow the rules, but an acquain- 
tance who is more of a free spirit, prefers spontaneity - 
learn from him. Don’t fall into the trap of judging others, 
remember that you don’t know what motivates and influ- 
ences others to do what they do. Take a firm hand on money 
matters. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Your personal brand of creativity is crying out to be let 
loose, allow time for this expression to take place, and 
don’t be too attached to producing immediate master- 
pieces. Ifa problem is backing you into a corner, focus your 
energies on diffusing it. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

Keeping your feelings under wrap will create the illu- 
sion of control. If you take the risk of expressing yourself 
to a loved one, no one will care if you break down. It’s going 
to hurt falling down - but you are better off jumping in, 
instead of watching from a distance. 

IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: Your creative ener- 
gies express themselves in very tangible ways. You do not 
build castles in the sky, but tend to put down roots. 


April 3 - 7 

Student trustee elections, various times and locations. 
For more information, contact the student activities de- 
partment at 556-3731 or 738-7417. 

Interclub Council Meeting 

Dimitry Building, Room 144, Lawrence, 3 - 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 4 

International Festival 

Dimitry Building, Atrium, Lawrence, 12 - 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact the student activities de- 
partment at 738-7417. 

Wednesday, April 5 

Student senate meeting, student center theatre, Haverhill, 
3-5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 9 

Jazz Band and Brunch Performance 

Library Conference Areas, Haverhill, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Back by popular demand, the Big Easy Jazz Band featuring 
internationally acclaimed jazz clarinetist Sammy Rimington 
will return to NECC. Admission charge: students $15, all 
others $20. Admission includes cost of brunch. 

Monday, April 10 

Victims Right’s Week: 2000: Dare to Dream 

Dimitry Building Atrium, Lawrence. 

An awareness day of both community resources and valu- 
able information on domestic violence, rape, child abuse 
and more. The Clothesline Project will be on display in the 
Atrium. 

Wednesday, April 12 

Spring Jam 

Dimitry Building Atrium, Lawrence, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Fun and games, food and prizes. What more can be said? 
Come join the fun sponsored by the College Life and 
Healthy Living Unit. 

Student Senate Meeting 

Dimitry Building Room 244, Lawrence, 3 - 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 19 

Spring Jam 

Outside Sport & Fitness Center, Haverhill, 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
Fun and games, food and prizes. What more can be said? 
Come join the fun sponsored by the College Life and 
Healthy Living Unit. 

Student Senate Meeting 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, 3 - 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 26 

Student Senate Meeting 

Dimitry Building Room 244, Lawrence, 3 - 5 p.m. 

Friday, April 28 

Gay/Lesbian Friday Film Series 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, noon - 2 p.m. 

Featured Film: “La Cage Aux Folles.” The film title is the 
name of a nightclub run by a pair of homosexuals, one of 
whom has a son who wants to marry the daughter ofa high 
ranking official. The groom’s “parents” decide to change 
their lifestyles in order to become acceptable as in-laws. 
Saturday, April 29 

White Water Rafting Trip 

Leaves from the Sport & Fitness Center, Haverhill 

Must sign-up in advance. Space is limited. Call 556-3820. 


BE BO OBBeDOe 
DBR BROODS 
HOUR UOOORYEROME 
DE} O Ger 


hl 
DOE 
HOC) 


DOOR BODE DE 1/8 
HE BOBDODOHEBOOG 
BUH BED Beg) 


BH Onc 
OOS BOBO Bee OC 


In our next issue, look for a review of 
the Top Notch play, “Our Town” 
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Sunshine burns baseball team 


@ Team’s strengths are 
defined following trip 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


ell, there’s one thing the North 

ern Essex Community College 

baseball team can say about its 
recent trip to the Seminole State, “Florida is 
a nice state to visit, but they wouldn’t want 
to play ball down there.” 

The team returned home after a hum- 
bling 1-9 trip having learned a few things. 

Possibly the biggest thing the team 
learned was that success doesn’t come eas- 
ily. 

What success means, is playing well in 
all facets of the game. To be more specific, 
defensive lapses may have cost the team a 
shot at a .500 road trip. 

The team and its coach believe revisiting 
the fundamentals of the game could cure 
what ails the team. 

“It’s basic baseball things, hitting cut- 
offs. We need consistent pitching and to 
make plays behind them,” said third 
baseman Brian Angelari. 

Head Coach Scott Power acknowledges 
that the 6-0 record they had in the fall 
might have been deceiving, but like his 
players he believes that as long as the team 
continues to work hard, in the end they will 
end up in the mix for a playoff berth. 

The hard work will begin with correct- 
ing the infield defense. The players and 
coaches will be looking forward to getting 
outside and working on some things that 
they couldn’t because they were indoors. 

Practicing “indoors kind of hurt us. In 
the infield we got in the habit ofsitting back 
on balls; they’re not used to charging balls,” 
Power said. 

The next order of business for the team 
is to win a couple of games so they can get 
things going in the right direction. 

If the team can accomplish that, Power 
can then set the teams sights on his next 
goal. That goal is for the team to even its 
record and then take things from there. 


“The road ahead is to get back to .500,” 
Power said. 

If the team is to get back to the .500 
level, it will because of the positives that 
came out of the Florida trip. 

Those positives were the pitching. The 
way things are shaping up for the team its 
successes and failures will rest on the arms 
of the pitching staff. 

It’s that pitching that turned out to be 
the highlight of the trip. Power says his 
pitching staff is four deep and he can spot 
the surprising lefty Joe Sousa as a starter or 
reliever. 

Power Says it was the defense giving the 
opposing teams extra outs that hurt his 
club the most. Too many times the pitching 
staff was left out there after having 40-50 
pitch innings because of the defense giving 
the other team second chances. 

For right now Power says he will show 
faith in the guys by putting them out in the 
field and allowing them to play through 
their struggles. 

Reinforcing that faith may be the play of 
middle infielders Luciano Blanco and 
Michael Gallant. 

Blanco is now playing as the full-time 
shortstop with Gallant as the starting sec- 
ond baseman. Power cites these middle 
infielders as two players who are starting to 
get accustomed to playing together. 

It is these two players who might be part 
of the defensive answer the team is looking 
for. 

So if the pitching stays consistent and 
the defense can turn it around, the expecta- 
tions the team had in the preseason could 
be met. 

Power says that the team’s expectations 
weren't too high. The head coach believes if 
expectations aren’t high, what’s the sense 
of playing? 

Power, while somewhat discouraged, is 
still optimistic. 

“Once we get back to .500, in our region 
we will hold our own destiny.” 

It isn’t too often that you can hope to 
have a short memory span. In the case of 
the baseball team, lets hope they do. Then 
they can move on and start the season as if 
they were never down South. 
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WHAT CURSE: Knights outfielder Shane Bourassa says Sox can win the AL pennant. 


Robert Archer photos 


BOYS OF SUMMER: Outfielder Al Martone and third baseman Brian Angelari 
comment on the Red Sox season and the Sports Illustrated baseball preview. 


Here’s hoping the Babe doesn't read Sports Illustrated 


@ Forget the curses. 
Winning is about talent 


omeone at Sports Illustrated must not 
like Boston. Around New England 
we've all heard about the curse of the 
Bambino. As a matter of fact, we have heard 
about it so many times it makes some 
people nauseous even thinking about 1918. 

In sports there’s another curse, maybe 
not so well known, but it is discussed in 
classrooms and office buildings just the 
same. 

This curse is known as the S.I cover jinx. 
Teams who are predicted to do well and are 
put on the cover end up failing miserably. 

In some cases just a prediction of doing 


well by S.I can throw a team’s season into 
turmoil. Ask the Bruins, Sports Illustrated 
picked the black and gold to represent the 
eastern conference against the Dallas Stars 
in the Stanley Cup finals. ; 

That little piece of sports journalism 
landed the Bruins in the division cellar with 
the rest of the league piping daylight down 
to our hometown team in some kind of act 
of mercy. The act of mercy being that ateam 
looks past the Bruins and the team steals a 
win. 

Now with springtime around the cor- 
ner all of New England’s sports attention 
will turn to the Red Sox. 

The Sox are coming offa successful year, 
having made the American League Champi- 
onship Series. 

With that success came expectations. 
Not just from the local fans, but national 
attention, they are the team de jour in 
Major League Baseball right now. 

Many publications have touted the Sox 
as playoff contenders. Sports Illustrated 
took it a step further, predicting that your 
Boston Red Sox would win the World Series. 

There are those voices that say the S.I. 
only did this for shock value, to sell a few 
magazines. While this may be true, it is also 
true that Pedro Martinez is on the cover of 


the SI. baseball preview magazine and to 
some, the local nine now have to fight two 
curses. 

To get a different perspective on the Sox, 
The NECC Observer went to our Baseball 
experts and asked their opinion of the 
Sports Illustrated story and the Sox chances 
in 2000: 

Sue MacAvoy, assistant coordinator of 
recreation-intramural, NECC head soft- 
ball coach : (A lifelong Yankee fan) “I hope 
the Red Sox win it this year, so I don’t have 
to hear this wait ‘til next year stuff.” 

Andrew Pittington, NECC assistant 
baseball coach: “I’ve been a lifelong fan. I 
would say the team is overrated this year. 
They are missing depth in pitching, offen- 
sively they should be fine.” 

Scott Power, NECC head baseball coach: 
“Realistically, to pick them is going a little 
overboard, it’s more of an entertainment 
piece. I’d love to see them win it. It’s more 
realistic to see them win it through the wild 
card.” 

Brian Angelari, third base NECC base- 
ball team: “I think it they did it because 
they didn’t want to pick Atlanta or New 
York.” 

Shane Bourassa, outfielder NECC base- 
ball team: “I think they can get there, but 


win it, I don’t know. There are a couple of 
tough national league teams. The curse is 
garbage.” 

Al Martone, outfielder NECC baseball — 
team: “As long as their hitting goes good, 
the pitching staff is nice.” 

If the stars stay healthy, the Sox should 
be a contender. The biggest questions for 
the Red Sox will be the pitching behind 
Pedro. Can Brian Rose, Juan Pena and Tim 
Wakefield gave the Sox some quality in- 
nings? : 
Can Rod Beck throw strikes in the set-up 
role and can Derek Lowe adjust to being the 
closer? In the field the right side of the 
infield is suspect with Jose Offerman at 
second, and the platoon system of Mike 
Stanley and Brian Daubach at first base. 

Even with those “what ifs” the team will 
still be a contender. Every team has its 
problems that they may or may not be able 
to address. Winning has nothing to do with 
curses or fate. Winning is all about talent, a 
team’s health, some lucky breaks and in 
today’s baseball, MONEY. 

The Yankees have been successful be- 
cause of all of the above. Now lets hope that 
the experts are right, by saying the Yankees 
are too old so “we” can win it and put all of 
this curse talk behind us. 
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Trouble on Causeway Street 


® Bad Boston Bruins 
management ruins a once 
great team 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


y now this may be old news, but for 
Bruins nation what has transpired 


on and off the ice this season will not 
fade away. 

The only good thing that has come from 
this year is that some Bruins fans are real- 
izing what is really going on in the offices 
of our Original Six team. 

These loyal groups of fans are starting to 
wake up to the fact that the ownership of 
this team has no interest in winning the 
Stanley Cup. The only thing Bruins owner- 
ship is interested in is fleecing them of 
their hard-earned money by putting out a 
product that teases you with flashes of 
entertaining hockey. 

The Bruins have not won the Stanley 
Cup since 1972 and by the way things look 
they will not win the oldest trophy in 
professional sports any time soon. 

This season has not started out the way 
Bruins fans thought it would. After pre- 
season predictions of a possible Stanley 
Cup finals appearance, the team started 
out with a record of 0-5-4. 

As the season progressed the Bruins 
struggled. Management tried to fix roster 
problems by signing a couple of veteran 
_ players, Joe Murphy and Marty McSorley. 

McSorley and Murphy never completed 
the season with the Bruins. Murphy was 
canned for arguing with Head Coach Pat 
Burns and McSorley as everyone knows was 
suspended for high sticking the Canucks 
Donald Brashier in the head during a game. 

Unfortunately for Bruins fans the team’s 
problems began in the off season. While 
Bruins fans were enjoying the success of 
the Red Sox, the Bruins were playing 
hardball with their free agent players. 

The team felt that resigning their check- 
ing line center Tim Taylor was too expen- 
sive, so they let him go. The Bruins lost an 
arbitration case to winger Dmitri Khristich, 
so after critiquing him publicly the Bruins 
traded him to the Maple Leafs. 

Lastly and most importantly the Bruins 
nickeled and dimed team M.V.P Bryon DaFoe. 
The NHL leader in shutouts held out for a 
month before signing for a NHL bargain $3 
million per year. 

To add to the roster after deleting those 


players the Bruins signed 36-year-old Dave _ 


Andreychuk to a one year contract. 
Andreychuk who played last year for 

the Devils missed many games during his 

tenure with New Jersey due to injuries. 

To compound those problems the Bru- 
ins never addressed the one glaring weak- 
ness that reared itself during the playoffs 
last year, their defensemen. 

Opposing teams knew that if they were 
to “dump” the puck in on Bourque’s side, it 
would give them the opportunity to check 
him constantly. At 38, Bourque’s body could 
not take the constant beating of the other 
teams checking attack. 

Even at 38 (he is now 39) Bourque was 
still the guy that made the Bruins transi- 
tion offense go. The other defensemen were 
inconsistent in finding the open man to 
start the rush. 

With that being said, the Bruins had 
three defensemen they could count on. Don 
Sweeney, Kyle McClaren and Bourque. 

It was those three who carried the brunt 
ofthe load on the blue line. By the end of the 


Buffalo series that group had worn down 
and looked tired. What Bruins manage- 
ment needed to do is go out and find a 


fourth defensemen that could play the © 


point and take some puck carrying duties 
off their aging captain. 

Not signing a fourth defensemen was a 
major mistake by the Bruins front office. 

Now going into the season the Bruins 
were missing an all-star caliber goaltender 
and right winger. They compounded this 
problem by not signing a fourth 
defensemen, and to top it off their first line 
center Jason Allison was playing with torn 
tendons in his wrist (at the time his wrist 
problem had not been diagnosed.) 

With these roster problems going on, it 
is no wonder why the team struggled. By 
December, injuries had started to take its 
tollon the team. The team was playing with 
minor leaguer’s to fill roster spots and wins 
were becoming scarce. 

The team began to fall out of the playoff 
race. The Bruins front office started to 
cover its you know what. 

They started to blame the head coach 
and the players. Team owner Jeremy Jacobs 
spoke publicly to the Globe criticizing Burns 
coaching. The actions of ownership and the 
front office did not set well with the play- 
ers. 

Quietly the players were not happy with 
Jacobs speaking out about Burns. 

By the end of February it was apparent 
that the black and gold would not make the 
playoffs for the second time in four years. 

Bruins icon Ray Bourque asked to be 
traded. 

Bourque had played for the Bruins for 
21 years. 

As a player Bourque has met every indi- 
vidual goal a player could. The one thing 
missing in his resume was his name on 
Lord Stanley’s cup. 

On March 7 the unthinkable happened. 
Bruins captain Ray Bourque was traded to 
the Colorado Avalanche for Brian Rolston 
and two prospects. 

It was said that Bruins General Manager 
Harry Sinden won everywhere but on the 
ice. Bourque had asked to be traded to the 
Detroit or Philadelphia so he could have a 
realistic shot at the cup and be close to his 
family. 

Sinden not only traded him over 1000 
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IN THE LINE OF FIRE: Bruins goaltender Byron DaFoe makes the left pad save. 


miles from his family but the Av’s have a 
tough road in winning the Western Confer- 
ence. 

Their road to Stanley Cup glory will be 
filled with potholes called the Stars, Red 
Wings and Blues. ; 

These are the elite teams of the NHL. The 
odds of the Av’s beating these teams back to 
back and then beating the eastern confer- 
ence representative look slim. The Av’s are 
good, but even at their best this will be a 
tough task. Chalk one up for Harry Sinden. 

This trade even enabled the B’s to lop off 
a hefty $6 million off their payroll. In what 
looks to be non-playoff years that move was 
pure heaven to Jacobs and his bulging black 
and gold wallet. 

These actions should send a clear mes- 
sage to the loyal Bruins fans, stop buying a 
mediocre product. 

Bruins management needs to look in the 
mirror. The team has not won a champion- 
ship in almost 28 years. 

Their criticism should start with them- 
selves. Burns can only coach what talent he 
has been given. 

A three-time Coach of the Year does not 
suddenly forget how to coach. 

This season was a failure because the 
front office did not do its job. 

It is that simple, they can blame who ever 
they want but that is the biggest reason why 
this team has not won this season. 

Bruins fans should hit the Bruins where 
they would feel it the most, the pocketbook. 

That message should be that we will not 
buy this product until you make the best 
possible effort at winning. 

Bruins fans deserve an honest effort from 
the front office, which is not much to ask, 
especially at $65 a ticket. 

It is time for Bruins nation to stand up 
and not be played the fool any longer. 

If Bruin fans continue to fill the Fleet 
Center, the team will not get any better 
because Jacob’s and company will think it is 
o.k. to continue the same business prac- 
tices. 

If you want a team who has a legitimate 
shot at the Stanley Cup, stay away from the 
Fleet Center and its $3 pretzels and $65 
tickets. Let’s force Bruins management to 
put the same effort into building the team 
as the loyal fans of Boston do in following 
their favorite hockey team. 


Softball program 
canceled this year 


lans for NECC to field a women’s soft 

ball team this spring have been put on 
hold. 

Coach Sue MacAvoy says the athletic 
department will try to put a team together 
in the fall. 

MacAvoy believes an earlier start should 
ensure that NECC would have the team as 
a club sport for the spring 2001 season. 

For information, contact MacAvoy in D- 
129 or call 556-3823. 


Effort afoot to bring 
football to University 
of Southern Maine 


ORHAM, Maine (AP) University of South 

ern Maine officials are setting up dis- 
cussions and sending out letters as they 
seek to build support for the establishment 
of a Division III football team. 

President Richard Pattenaude said let- 
ters will be sent to the university commu- 
nity this week. 

Open forums also will be held on the 
Gorham and Portland campuses. 

The effort has broad support among 
coaches who want to expand opportunities 
for Maine’s high school athletes. 

A$12,000 feasibility study commissioned 
by Portland-area leaders says few of the 
football players produced at Maine high 
schools each fall go on to play in college. 

It also says a USM team would produce 
more quality coaches for the growing num- 
ber of high school football programs, by 
exposing the coaches to college football. 

“The main point is we'd like Maine kids 
to get an opportunity to play for a state 
program,” said Mike Landry, a former 
Biddeford High football coach. 


Upcoming NECC men's baseball games 
April 5 @ Massachusetts Bay 3p.m. 
April 8 vs. Manchester Tech 12 p.m. 
April 10 vs. Massasoit CC 3 p.m. 

April 11 @ Massasoit CC 3 p.m. 

April 13 @ Springfield JV 3:30 p.m. 
April 15 @ Norwalk CC 12 p.m. 

April 17 @ Dean College 12 p.m. 


Division III NJCAA 

Spring 2000 pre-season Men’s baseball 
poll 

1. Richland College, Dallas Texas 

2. Gloucester County college, Sewell, N.J. 
3. Norwalk College, Norwalk, Conn. 

4. Joliet Junior College, Joliet, Ill. 

5. Columbus State CC, Columbus, Ohio 

6. Penn State University/Beaver, Monaca, 
Pa. 

7. Suffolk CC, Selden, N-Y. 

8. Schenectady County CC, Schenectady, 
N.Y. 

9. Eastfield College, Mesquite, Texas 

10. Waubonsee CC, Sugar Grove, Ill. 

11. Ridgewater College, Willmar, Minn. 
12. Erie Community College, Buffalo, N.Y. 
13. Dutchess CC, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

14. Quinsigamond CC, Worcester 

15. Middlesex County College, Edison, NJ. 
Others receiving votes: 

Fergus Falls CC, Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Hudson Valley CC, Troy, N.Y. 

Westchester CC, Valhalla, N.Y. 

Keystone College Irving, Texas 

North Lake College, La Plume, Pa. 
Dawson College, Glendive, Mont. 

Owens CC, Todedo, Ohio 

Montgomery College, Germantown, Md. 
Mohawk Valley CC, Utica, N.Y. 
Westmoreland County CC, Westmoreland, 
Pa. 
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Extreme wrestling comes to Valley 


ee 
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LET’S GET READY TO RUMBLE: An enthusiastic crowd awaits the start of the match 


between Yoshirhiro Tajiri and Super Crazy. 


ECW melts ice center 


® Hard-working 
wrestlers and dedicated 
fans make for a great 
show 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


ardcore pro wrestling is sweeping 
H the nation. These upstart organiza 

tions have taken the brutal bar- 
baric style of underground grappling from 
places such as Japan and Puerto Rico and 
modernized them to suit the tastes of test- 
osterone charged U.S. men. 

Extreme Championship Wrestling has 
done that and been the most successful at 
it. They started as an independent organiza- 
tion based in Philadelphia called Eastern 
Championship Wrestling without the 
hardcore style they boast of now. In August 
1994 they changed the name to Extreme 
Championship Wrestling, and revolution- 
ized the way fans see pro wrestling today. 

Many of the stars that are in the two big 
organizations of the WWF and the WCW 
have roots in ECW. 

~ Current WWF stars like Chris Jericho, 
Taz, Perry Saturn and the Dudley Boyz got 
their start in ECW. Mega-star and New York 
Times best-selling author Mick Foley, better 
known as Cactus Jack, helped put this orga- 
nization on the map. 

ECW has done well considering the mass 
exoduses of talent that have occurred in the 
last few years. 

They have proven they will be able to 
hang with the “Big Two” and brought their 
road show of carnage to the [Center in 
Salem, N.H. recently. 

ECW has managed to keep a pool of 


The crowds in 

Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire are some of 
the best we have. 


some of the most talented workers in busi- 
ness in a time of multi-million dollar con- 
tracts and network television deals. 

One of the biggest stars of the organiza- 
tion is Tommy Dreamer. 

Dubbed the “Innovator of Violence,” 
Dreamer has stuck with the organization. 

He gets some of the loudest cheers of all 
the talent and proves that he is a company 
workhorse by working through two herni- 
ated disks in his back. 

“The crowds in Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire are some of the best we have,” 
Dreamer said. “I always look forward to our 
trips up here.” 

Dreamer displayed his hardcore style by 
enduring painful ladder bumps, along with 
being on the receiving end ofa diving 
splash from a 400 pound man that came off 
of the top of a camera scaffold 10 feet in the 
air. 

The wrestlers are not the only ones that 
stay dedicated to the company. Manager 
Bill Alfonso, known as Fonzie to the ECW 
faithful, has been around in the world of 
professional wrestling. He has worked for 
the WWE and WCW, but likes his work in 
ECW the best. 

The self proclaimed “Manager of Cham- 
pions” has served as manager to ECW main- 
stay Rob Van Dam and former star Sabu. 

“ECW is the best company I’ve worked 
for. We have some of the most dedicated 
fans in the business,” Alfonso said. 

Alfonso said his work in ECW has been 
most fruitful as his contract is worth the 
same for a two day work week for ECW as 
it was for a full time schedule in the WWE. 

ECW is. not yet on the grand scale of 
entertainment like the WWE. 

They do not have the pyrotechnics and 
fancy lights the WWE has, but they have 
harder workers, willing to do anything to 
please the fans. 

Compared to a recent WWE show in 
Boston’s FleetCenter, the crowd at the 
ICenter was more a part of the show. 

The smaller arenas and the rabid fan 
base made for the most exciting show I’ve 
ever attended. 

The unique crowd chants and wrestler 
gimmicks, along with the no-rules attitude 
make ECW the most enjoyable and exciting 
wrestling out there today. 


®@ Spectacle arrives in 
Salem, N.H., entertaining 
fans with nonstop action 


By ROBERT ARCHER 
Sports Editor 


made its Merrimac Valley debut re 

cently at the Salem [Center for a 
taping of their TNN (The Nashville Net- 
work) show on Friday nights. 

Rabid fans lined up two hours before the 
event waiting to see their favorite stars. 

With the decline in ratings for WCW, 
ECW is poised to move into the second spot 
behind WWE in popularity with the fans. 
ECW’s Bill Alfonso who manages Rob 
VanDam believes ECW is ready to make its 
move. 

“I think were at the border line, we’re 
about to overtake them,” (WCW) Alfonso 
said. 

The first match featured Steve Corino 
and Jack Victory challenging ECW referee 
H.C. Loc, but with one stipulation, his oppo- 
nent would be Chilly Willie. 

Loc handled himself well despite giving 
up a size and weight advantage. 

The turning point came when Corino 
threw a cowbell to Willie. Willie missed 
hitting Loc with the bell, while this was 
happening the bell fell to the mat. Loc 
picked up the bell and hit Willie with it in 
the head. The ref turned wrestler jumped 
on top of Willie and counted three for the 
victory. The smallish referee pulled the 
upset in defeating Willie, Corino and Vic- 
tory was stunned. 

The next bout had Little Guido with Sal 
E. Graziano against a wrestler who has 
modeled himself after the chart topper Kid 
Rock. 

This form of imitation called himself Kid 
Kash. Kash’s wrestling style is similar to the 
Hardy Boys of WWF fame. This style con- 
sists of a lot of somersaults and flips off of 
the ropes, turnbuckles, whatever he can 
stand on. 

At one point in the match the colossal 
Graziano climbed into the ring and allowed 
Guido to stand on his shoulders to deliver a 
flying elbow to the fallen “bullgod” wannabe. 

Soon after that mayhem broke lose. Jazz 
(a female character) flew into the ring and 
speared Guido. 

After the referee had raised this favorite 
son of Sicily’s hand, Jazz grabbed him and 
delivered the x-factor to him. In the end 
Graziano destroyed Kash and Jazz, leaving 
Guido and himself to walk away satisfied. 

The next fight was a Japanese death 
match between the television champion 
Super Crazy and Yoshirhiro Tajiri. At one 
point, with Tajiri outside of the ring. He 
decided to grab a chair and bring it back 
into the ring. As he raised the chair, Crazy 
leapt at him landing a standing drop kick. 

The kick found its mark and pummeled 
Tajiri. Crazy wasn’t able to pin him off that 
maneuver and momentum had swung in 
Tajiri’s favor. With the fighters outside of 
the ring the challenger landed a chair shot 
to the head of the champion. 

Super Crazy was now bleeding from the 
head and Tajiri was on the offensive. Every- 
thing was going the Challengers way, but 
that would come to an abrupt end. 

Tajiri’s offense was about to backfire. 
After throwing a couple of tables into the 
ring with the intent of bashing his oppo- 
nent into them, it would end up with Crazy 
doing the unthinkable and powerbombing 
the hopeful champion through the table 
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and getting the three count on this evening. 
The death match had ended with Supercrazy 
retaining his Television Title. 

While Crazy having his hand raised in 
victory, the team of Corino and Victory 
came out and destroyed the battered cham- 
pion. Rhino had come in, as this was hap- 
pening “enter sandman” started to play on 
the P.A. system. 

For ECW fans that could mean only one 
thing, The Sandman was coming out to save 
the day. Sandman entered the ring with a 
kendo stick and started to hit Corino, Vic- 
tory and Rhino. As Sandman approached 
Tajiri, the loser of the death match sprayed 
colored dye into his face. 

Rhino then piledrived Crazy and Sand- 
man; the crowd was surprised to see their 
hero, Sandman, taken out so quickly. 

Cyrus climbed into the ring area and 
challenged anyone to come out to face 
Rhino and company. 

Balls Mahoney answered the call. 
Mahoney walked down the runway with a 
chair in hand. : 


Corino and his friends beat Mahoney. An 


angry Balls Mahoney took the microphone 
and called the trio back out. Mahoney with 
a chair in his hand had intentions to use it 
on Cyrus. When the 300-pound Mahoney 
lifted the chair, Corino stopped him from 
behind. 

Rhino then speared Mahoney through a 
table that had been set-up in: the ring cor- 


ner. Rhino’s finishing move spelled the end __ 


for Mahoney. 

Next was Tommy Dreamervs. the Baldies 
(Angel, Devito and Grimes). 

This match had extreme action in and 
out of the ring with all four men sacrificing 
their bodies to try to win this New Hamp- 
shire Street Fight. 

This bout had everything, body presses 
from the camera equipment, tables, chairs 
and a ladder. ; 

The ladder would prove to be the differ- 
ence in this encounter. Grimes had taken 
control of the match. With Dreamer laid 
out on top of the ladder that was in the ring, 
the largest member of the Baldies Grimes 
climbed the turnbuckle. 

He was going for the win by jumping of 
the top ropes for the big splash. 

The high-risk move didn’t work as 
Dreamer rolled off the ladder allowing 
Grimes to smash the ladder. Dreamer 
crawled on him and then won the match. 

Finally the last match would be for the 
ECW world tag-team championship. Mike 
Awesome with Jeff Jones and Raven who 
was accompanied by Francine would try to 
win the belts from the Impact Players, 
Justin Credible and Lance Storm who were 
escorted to the ring by Dawn Marie. 

Jones started the proceedings by intro- 


ducing a nameless person whose assumed 


name was the Devil? Francine and the Devil 
argued about who should get credit for the 
success of some of the wrestlers. 

As the title bout began Awesome, who is 
also the ECW Heavyweight Champion, was 
in control. Lance Storm had been tagged in 
and was countering Awesome’s size with 
his speed. 

Raven who must have thought the match 
was getting out of reach for his partner 
threw a chair into the ring. Dawn Marie 
then stepped into the ring. That move 
brought Francine into the action. 

Both women were now involved in the 
match. These happenings were bad news 
for Dawn Marie as she was on the receiving 
end of a spear by Awesome. 

The benefit of Dawn Marie’s actions 
proved to distract the referee. This distrac- 
tion enabled the Impact Players to win the 
match and keep their tag-team titles. 
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